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In a state of hypocrisy 


There is something truly nauseating about the hypocrisy of the British 
state. Last month saw the nation welcome to our shores President 


’ Mandela of South Africa. He was féted, as was his due, by royalty and the 


heads of government and opposition. When he addressed the joint Houses 
of Parliament in the historic Westminster Hall, tears came to many peo- 
ple’s eyes as the Speaker, Betty Boothroyd, led him by the hand to the 
podium. Yet only days before President Mandela’s visit, Betty Boothroyd 
told the House of Commons that she had no objection to right-wing 
extremists making use of rooms in the Palace of Westminster as long as 
they are properly booked (see page 5). Even Clive Derby Lewis, the man 
who arranged the murder of Chris Hani, was the guest of rightwingers at 
a reception organised for him there a few years ago. In the audience 
applauding Mandela’s speech was at least one right-wing Tory MP. Could 
this be the same MP who spoke at a closed meeting of the British National 
Party and Monday Club in Yorkshire a few years ago? 

Within days of Mandela’s departure and all the empty words about a 
new start in our relations with black Africa, the House of Commons 
imposed yet more repressive legislation against asylum seekers. Our front 
cover juxtaposes the crowds welcoming Mandela at South Africa House in 
their thousands, with those carrying placards to remind us of just how 
enlightened Britain really is. 

A week before Mandela arrived, the Director of Public Prosecutions 
turned down the opportunity to charge Lady Jane Birdwood and her 
assistants, such as Martin Webster, the former national organiser of the 
old National Front, for publishing and distributing some of the nastiest 
antisemitic hate material to be sent to schools. It was especially targeted at 
schools whose pupils had recently been taken to visit the Anne Frank exhi- 
bition. The material is vile and fortunately most teachers have destroyed it 
or sent it to the police. Yet despite support for Lady Birdwood’s prosecu- 
tion among MPs on both sides of the House and the anger of many senior 
police officers, the wicked old crone is allowed to get away with it again. 
Both her previous trials at the Old Bailey ended with her being found 
guilty and getting a non-custodial sentence. Then this recidivist just goes 
straight back and reoffends. Perhaps she would be a good candidate for 
the “three strikes and you’re out” policy favoured by Michael Howard, 
the Home Secretary, or is that just another bit of empty hypocrisy. 
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BNP’s 
mental 


meltdown 
continues 


wo recent council by-elections have 

i continued the British National Party’s 
run of misfortunes in the past few 
months. The party’s vote of just over 2 per cent 
in Hackney, east London, one of its strongest 
areas, has put a question mark over its plans to 
stand 50 candidates in the general election to 


give the party a television broadcast. 


Richard Edmonds, the BNP national organ- 
iser, told the media that the BNP had stood in 
Hackney by popular acclaim. Just how popu- 
lar can be seen from the derisive vote its can- 
didates won. The BNP’s general election 
plans now hang by a thread. The money, 
albeit from the USA, is to hand but will there 
still be enough members to campaign? 

John Tyndall, the BNP’s leader, is close to 
a nervous breakdown, according to some 
senior members of the party, after months of 
receiving hate mail from his one-time 
Yorkshire errand boy, Eddy Morrison, who 
has actually suffered a breakdown. The con- 
tents of the letters dropping onto the BNP 
boss’s mat are known to us, but we are far too 
gentlemanly to describe them. Morrison is 
intent that even the nazis’ worst enemies 
should know the reasons for his bitter resent- 
ment towards Tyndall. 

Even Tyndall’s headquarters cum bookshop 
in Welling, southeast London, is nearing the 
end of its days. Edmonds, the owner of the 
headquarters, for that is what the building has 
remained despite the court order to cease that 
use, has been dragged back into court for fail- 

ing to comply with an order to remove the 
' steel shutters and defensive installations that 
made the building look more like a mini ver- 
sion of the Berlin bunker than an alleged 
bookshop. 

Now it appears that the BNP intends to 
give up using it even as a bookshop and run it 
as a mail order outlet. Although the steel bar- 
ricades have now gone, to be replaced by 
metal pull down shutters, Edmonds could still 
face fines of up to £20,000 on several charges 
of earlier non-compliance. Once again the 
ever suffering party membership has been 
asked to cough up £2,000 to help see 
Edmonds through the court hearings. 

Last month Searchlight reported the joint 
operation by MI5 and certain people in the 
nazi terror group Combat 18 and its political 
wing, the National Socialist Alliance, to set 
up a honey trap in the form of a British 
National Socialist Party. The organisers of the 





























































































































































































































Richard Edmonds (second from left) and lan Dell (right) on their way to 
a court hearing over the BNP headquarters last month. Not visible on 
this photo is Edmonds'’s Tesco carrier bag full of his legal papers. How 
embarrassing to be seen trading with the enemy. 

Below: BNP activists struggling to erect pull down shutters in 
compliance with the court order. Glaziers they ain’t. A very expensive 











































































































plate glass window was cracked as they tried to install it 





BNSP have been contacting names obtained 
during a violent raid on the home of the for- 
mer BNP office manager, Alf Waite, and peo- 
ple on the coded memberships lists of C18, 
clearly provided by C18-NSA insiders. 

Possibly the worst of Tyndall’s recent 
embarrassments was the revelation that the 
person behind the honey trap operation is 
none other than Tony McHugh, Tyndall’s 
one-time East Anglia organiser, whom the 
BNP unceremoniously dropped when C18 
threatened to reveal that he was awaiting a 
sex change operation. McHugh went on to 
change his sex and now parades under the 
BNSP banner as Lady Athena McHugh. 

Tyndall, trying to explain events to his 
troops, appeared to have trouble distinguish- 
ing transsexuals from transvestites. As 
Francoise Dior, the French perfume heiress, 
said, Tyndall has always been a bit slow in 
matters sexual. 

The BNSP has booked the Shire Hall in 
Chelmsford, Essex, on Saturday 24 August 
for a press conference and inaugural meeting. 





Not only is Chelmsford at the heart of the 
White Aryan homeland, under plans drawn 
up by the nazi satanist David Myatt, but it is 
where the C18 boss Charlie Sargent is 
presently living with a few of the movement’s 
more faithful followers. 

Perhaps Waite might turn up, with a BNP 
lawyer and the police in tow, to request the 
return of the party’s stolen address lists and 
the arrest of the masked men who terrorised 
his old and ailing wife during the robbery at 
their home. 

A recent BNP attempt at a bit of political 
internationalism was another dismal failure. 
John Peacock, the party’s East Midlands 
organiser, who also runs the British section of 
the Odal Ring, put on an early summer camp 
in the Midlands. The sinister Belgian Jimmy 
Boseman, of the paramilitary nazi VMO, 
turned up but a group who arrived from 
Portugal for the event were less than pleased 
to left in the lurch after Peacock failed to 
appear at the pick-up point. They never made 
the camp at all. 
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Trial delay for Combat 18 


ombat 18’s_ street leaders 

appeared at the Old Bailey last 

month on charges of posses- 
sion of and conspiracy to distribute a 
publication and CDs likely to incite 
racial hatred. However the case 
against Paul David ‘Charlie’ Sargent 
and William “Wilf’ Browning was 
adjourned to 9 December, giving them 
another five months to worry about 
their fate. 

Searchlight attempted to interview Stephen 
Sargent to ask him why he is not facing simi- 
lar charges to his brother and the growing 
queue of other C18 members. Though polite, 
he was understandably reluctant to explain 
the course of events that has made him the 
most distrusted man on Britain’s far right. 
Frankly, as we told him, we think he is just 
the fall guy for MI5S’s real operatives in C18. 

The criminal charges have not affected 
C18’s key area of work, which is within the 
nazi music scene, Blood and Honour. But 
even here the nazis are increasingly fighting 
among themselves and C18 has just added 
another nazi skinhead band, Viking, to its 
growing list of proscribed bands and singers. 

When nazis from around 
the world gather in Sweden 
later this month to commem- 
orate Hitler’s deputy, Rudolf 
Hess, it is highly unlikely 
that Charlie Sargent and his 
members will be welcome. 
Last year they had to give a 
wide berth to the other major 
annual international nazi 
gathering, in Diksmuide, 
Belgium, because of the 
amount of opposition they 
generated the previous year 
when they beat up a number 
of Belgian and Dutch nazis. 

As a result C18 has had to 
confine its recent travels to 
Wigan, Coventry and the 
East Midlands. 

One of Searchlight’s par- 
ticularly observant readers 
spotted three Norwegian Hell’s Angels, dis- 
playing White Power symbols on their backs, 
beating a path to C18’s so-called White 
Aryan homeland in Essex recently. On their 
Harley Davidson bikes were the words “Nassi 
MC”, the two letters “S” in the form of SS 
runes. The bikes and their riders have been 
traced back to Trondheim. Whether they were 
here to support C18 or to settle scores 
between Britain’s ailing nazis and their 
Scandinavian counterparts, who are less than 
enamoured with them these days, is any- 
body’s guess. 

Despite recent police raids, seeking printed 
material and the means of producing it, C18 
has just published the first issue of a maga- 
zine for the mark two version of the band No 
Remorse. This glossy rag includes the words 
of nazi hate songs that are clearly actionable 
under public order legislation. One man 
whom the police might want to visit in con- 
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Will Browning (left) and friends arrive at the Old Bailey. Below: No Remorse as 
pictured in their own magazine. Bottom: also featured in No Remorse’s 
magazine are “Jacko” and “Mick” from the band Chingford Attack 


ay 


nection with this magazine is David Braddon, 
of Atlee Court, Llansbury Park, Caerphilly, 
from where he also runs Wolf’s Lair, a part of 
the National Socialist Alliance network. 








Braddon helped organise the Blood and 
Honour gig in Wales last year which ended in 
a serious riot. Today he hides behind PO Box 
35, Caerphilly, the address on the magazine, 
which also features hit list photographs of 
other nazis who are not toeing the C18 line. 
We were pleasantly surprised by the number 
of good quality “mugshots” of active nazi 
personnel on its pages. 

The magazine reports the new No 
Remorse’s recent tour in Germany. Their lat- 
est release is called Barbecue in Rostock. It 
takes very little imagination to understand the 
title’s significance. 

In another setback to Britain’s nazis, a 
combined effort by the News of the World and 
Searchlight resulted in the exposure of a new 
British version of the Ku Klux Klan. A 
reporter managed to get into one of the 
group’s secret meetings and video much of 
the proceedings, before having to flee for his 
life when security officers of the 
KKK Night Hawks realised what 
he was doing. All those present 
were using assumed names but we 
were able to identify them. It came 
as no surprise to see that one of the 
new Klan’s key players was Rob 
Wild, about whom we have issued 
security warnings over his infiltra- 
tion of left-wing and anti-racist 
groups in recent years. Searchlight 
also revealed more than a year ago 
that Wild was the key organiser for 
the National Socialist Alliance in 
the West Midlands. 

Finally, a word of advice to Wilf 

“ Browning. When you are on bail 
awaiting trial and trying to avoid publicity, it 
helps not to threaten photographers outside 
the Old Bailey with the words: “F***ing Jew 
bastards from Searchlight, you will get sorted”. 


RIGHT NOW! BLOWN RIGHT OPEN 


Investigation reveals nazi background of 
Right Now! editor, as government minister 
addresses Right Now! Commons meeting 


Right Now!, the ultra-right Conservative sup- 
porting quarterly, received an almost fatal 
blow after a joint investigation by Searchlight 
and The Observer exposed the extremist past 
and ideology of many of its leading figures. 
Following questions in the House of 
Commons, Searchlight can make further rev- 
elations about the far-right conspiracy in the 
Conservative Party. 

Days after Right Now! celebrated its 
biggest political coup to date, when Ann 
Widdecombe, a Home Office minister, 
addressed one of its meetings in the House of 
Commons, it was rocked by The Observer's 
story. Central to the article was the fact that 
Derek Turner, the present editor of the right- 
wing magazine, turned out to be the Derrick 
Turner whom Searchlight exposed eight years 
ago as the leader of the Irish nazi group, the 
Social Action Initiative. 

In 1988 Turner, then working for the Irish 
Navy, was investigated by the Garda’s 
Special Branch after allegations that he was 
passing highly sensitive communications 
information to the UDA in Belfast. While 
there was not enough evidence to charge 
Turner, it was discovered during the investi- 
gation that he had visited leading National 
Front officials at the UDA’s East Belfast 
headquarters. 

A year later Turner came to London and 
was soon pictured by Searchlight attending 
an NF Remembrance Day march. Now, after 
slightly altering his name, Derek Turner has 
reappeared in the Conservative Party. 

Although he told The Observer that his 
views have moderated over the years, one 
might think otherwise after reading his latest 
contribution to the right-wing magazine, The 
Salisbury Review. Reviewing The Camp of 
the Saints, Turner attacked the “liberal 
notions” of “mixed race _ intellectuals”. 
Raspail’s book, a well known extremist 
French text written 20 years ago, depicts a 
France overrun by.a million immigrants with 
only “a few Conservative dissidents” holding 
out any opposition. Turner describes the plot 
as being about “a million hungry, diseased, 
degraded Indians”, but concludes “what 
Raspail has done is to telescope into a short 
time frame what is actually taking place 
now”. 

This view will be welcomed by Roy 
Painter, the former NF candidate who is now 
active in the right-wing Tory MP Michael 
Portillo’s Enfield Southgate constituency. In a 
speech to the Edmonton Conservative 
Association last year, Painter appealed to his 
audience to “go down on the tube, count the 
non-English, go to Southgate Tech at 
lunchtime, go to Bedford, Luton, where 
whole districts are completely and utterly 
non-English”. Finding common ground, Right 
Now! decided to print his speech. 


Ann Widdecombe 
is only the latest in a 
long line of right- 
wing MPs to have 
addressed a Right 
Now! meeting in the 
Commons. Over : 
recent months : 
Teresa Gorman, Rev 
Martyn Smith, Sir 
Richard Body and 
Peter Robinson have 
all spoken to Right 
Now! _ gatherings. 
Questions must now 
be asked as to which 
MP is __ booking 
rooms for this racist 
and extremist group. 

The Observer 
journalists who 
attended the 
Widdecombe meet- 
ing were shocked by 
the audience’s pre- 
occupation with 
race. Although the 
minister was invited 
to speak on “law 
and order”, she was 
met with a barrage 
of questions com- 
plaining about the numbers of blacks in 
Britain and their influence within the media. 

Looking around the room, The Observer 
should not have been surprised. There with 
the usual Right Now! crowd was Joy Page, 
organiser of the Immigration Control 
Association. A long-time activist in the 
Monday Club and WISE, (the initials stand 
for Welsh, Irish, Scottish and English), Page 
has a long and colourful history in right-wing 
politics. Despite her age she remains active, 
speaking at the Monday Club fringe meeting 
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See 


Conservative MP Bill Walker, the first patron of Right Now! 


at last year’s Conservative Party Conference 
and getting involved in an anti-mosque cam- 
paign in Chichester. 

A new patron of Right Now! is American 
Professor Dwight D Murphy, a Kansas aca- 
demic who made his name writing a history 
of lynchings. Another American contributor 
is journalist Samuel Francis. He recently hit 
the headlines after he was sacked from the 
Washington Times for what Right Now! 
describes as “well, for being too right-wing”. 
Actually Francis was sacked from the right- 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, MONDAY 1 JULY 1996 
Point of Order, Peter Haines, MP 


One point of order, Madame Speaker, may I inform you that in committee room 11 last 
Wednesday there was a meeting by the Right Now! group, whose editor describes himself 
as “your neighbour nazi”. Is it right that such vile extremist groups should be meeting in 
the House in this way? And is it right that the Home Office Minister (Anne Widdecombe) 
should have addressed that meeting, as other Conservative colleagues have addressed pre- 


vious meetings of that extremist group? 


Response by the Speaker, Betty Boothroyd, MP 


“J have no objection to extremist groups of the right or for that matter extremist groups of 
the left meeting in the House, provided that the room is properly booked by a member and 
that the member remains there throughout. If members have objections to extremist organ- 
isations coming into the House, perhaps they would refer the matter, or if they wish me to 
do so I will do so, to the Administration Committee if they would like this matter to be 


looked at afresh.” 
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Although the minister was 
invited to speak on ‘law and 
order’, she was met with 
questions about the numbers of 
blacks in Britain and their 
influence within the media 


wing paper for addressing a right-wing con- 
ference at which he called for the “articula- 
tion of a racial consciousness as whites”, a 
position that Right Now! considered “a rea- 
sonable enough position”. 

The magazine’s American distributor is 
Mark Cotterill, a man well known to 
Searchlight readers for his NF and Combat 18 
links. At first, Turner claimed that the 
Virginia-based Cotterill had no contact with 
the magazine apart from selling copies that he 
purchased at bulk prices. However, this was 
soon refuted by Cotterill himself, who admit- 
ted to what Searchlight already knew, namely 
that he was running its American operations. 
Cotterill has been in the USA for a year, 
closely associating himself with the Council 
of Conservative Citizens, an organisation 
which grew out of the Citizens’ Councils, the 


ANTI-FASCISTS 
PLAN CABLE 
STREET 
CELEBRATIONS 


This October sees the 60th anniver- 
sary of the Battle of Cable Street, in 
which Londoners rose up against 
Mosley’s marching Blackshirts and 
drove them off the streets of the 
East End. The victory, in the face of 
the largest ever police presence to 
safeguard the fascists, was to 
become a beacon of light at a time 
when the Spanish Civil War was 
raging and Nazis and fascists were 
gaining ground in several countries. 

Over the past year anti-fascists 
and community activists have been 
working together to produce oral, 
photographic and written histories 
of the battle. A series of meetings 
and demonstrations will take place 
in October to commemorate the 
struggle. 

On Sunday 6 October, exactly 60 
years after the battle, anti-fascists 
will gather at Altab Ali Park at 
noon and march to Cable Street. 

This autumn also sees the 100th 
anniversary of the birth of the 
Blackshirt leader Sir Oswald 
Mosley. His old henchmen and 
women and their present day allies 
can be expected to mark the birth 
of this treacherous rogue in their 
own way and to try and rewrite the 
history of their rotten movement. 
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one-time defenders of racial segregation. The 
new Council’s leading figures include A J 
Baker, once the national chairman of the 


Left: Election leaflet for Mark Cotterill, 
Right Now’s US distributor, in last 
year’s local council elections. The 
leaflet was printed by a firm run by 
Tom Acton, a former NF treasurer and 
partner of the notorious international 
nazi printer Tony Hancock 


Populist Party and later chairman of the 
America First Party, and William Carter, a 
state chairman of the Council with links to 
the ultra right. 

How Right Now! survives the exposure 
largely depends on the reaction of the ten 
MPs who have been associated with the mag- 
azine. The publication has been gaining 
respectability and influence within the Tory 
right precisely because it did not have the tar- 
nished image of earlier initiatives. 
Searchlight’s work with The Observer has 
ended this and exposed the magazine and its 
organisers for what it is: a racist publication 
with a past steeped in extreme-right politics. 
MPs who have been involved with this 
extremist magazine can no longer hide behind 
the excuse that they did not know its tru agen- 
da. If they continue to write for it, speak at its 
meetings and book rooms for it in the House 
of Commons, they are likely to be tarred with 
the same brush as the people who run it. 





Recollections of the Spanish Civil War 


The Spanish Civil War continues to provoke 
debate and interest, as was witnessed with the 
recent release of Ken Loach’s film, Land and 
Freedom. Those whose knowledge of the 
conflict is limited to this film and, perhaps, 
George Orwell’s book, Homage to Catalonia, 
would do well to read Walter Gregory’s 
account of his own involvement. 

As a communist in Nottingham Walter 
Gregory was approached by the Party and 
asked if he wanted to volunteer to fight 
against fascism in Spain. Anti-fascists did not 
view the conflict merely as a civil war but as 
one part of the wider conflict between fas- 
cism and democracy internationally. While 
the British government adopted a policy of 
non-intervention, volunteers from many 
countries fought for the Spanish Republic in 
the International Brigades, over 2,000 coming 
from Britain alone. 

Gregory’s account takes us from the streets 
of Nottingham to the battlefields of Spain, 
where he was wounded three times and cap- 
tured in action on the final day that the British 
Battalion fought. Sentenced to death by 
Franco’s forces, but eventually released, he 
tells a story of courage in the face of adversi- 
ty which serves as an inspiration to those who 
continue to fight fascism today. 

The book offers an honest and reflective 
appraisal of what was happening at the time 
and is remarkable for its fair representation of 
the various political groups that were defend- 
ing the Republican popular front government. 
The significance of the experience for those 
involved can be seen from the fact that the 
French end of the operation to bring volun- 
teers secretly into Spain was organised by a 
Yugoslav, who was later to become known to 
the world as Tito. Tito became a leader of the 
partisans in the only country to rid itself of 


THE SHAL 
A Memoir of Te OW GRAVE 


” Civil War 





Nazi rule by the efforts of its own population. 

Gregory’s story is not polemical but very 
much a personal account of his experiences. 
For anti-fascists it easy to romanticise the 
conflict, but this book shows the horror of 
war as well as the idealism of those who 
fought. Five hundred and twenty six British 
volunteers were killed in Spain, most of them 
activists in the labour movement. The 
Shallow Grave is an exciting read, both 
thoughtful and atmospheric. This book is a 
must for the anti-fascist bookshelf. 


The Shallow Grave: A Memoir of the 
Spanish Civil War, by Walter Gregory. Five 
Leaves Publications (Nottingham 1996), 
£6.99, 192 pages, ISBN 0 907123 61 9. 


Battling for the gutter 





Long after people have stopped talking about 
the footballing skills of Europe’s finest, many 
will continue to remember the jingoistic 
xenophobia of the British tabloid press which 
soured the generally good-natured tourna- 
ment. With headlines screaming “Achtung, 
surrender”, “Watch out Krauts” and “Let’s 
Blitz Fritz”, the tabloids not only brought 
shame and humiliation on the country, but 
again highlighted the nationalism that under- 
pins much of English culture. 

Leading the anti-German campaign was the 
Daily Mirror, which declared war on 
Germany. It sent a reporter to the German 
embassy to hand in a surrender declaration 
and, had it not been for the public outcry 
which followed, would have parked a British 
tank outside the German team’s hotel while a 
Spitfire flew overhead. Close behind was the 
Daily Star, which enlisted the help of the leg- 
endary “funnyman” Stan Boardman to pro- 
pose that in place of the National Anthem the 
Dambusters’ march should be sung. “Imagine 
70,000 people humming that tune while the 
Germans are lined up ... they’d be peeing 
themselves,” Boardman commented, at which 
point he dropped his trousers to tell readers 
what he really thought of the opposition. 

The ensuing condemnation was almost uni- 
versal, with the former Labour minister Denis 
Healey making the most astute observation: 
“The grubby little men who write this sort of 
trash should remember that our monarchy are 
krauts and that our Defence Minister is a 
dago”. 

However, no one should really be surprised 
by these nationalist outbursts. The press has 
long abused foreign countries and as some 
politicians push for a more anti-Europe agen- 
da, we will undoubtedly see more. For many 
of the papers it was not the tabloids’ national- 
ism as such that upset their editorials, but the 
fact that it may have gone too far. 

The Daily Mail was one paper to condemn 
the tabloids. However it was not shy to print a 
front-page headline, “Major goes to war at 
last”, over the beef crisis. The Daily Express 
was equally hard in its opposition to the 
Mirror and Star, but again it felt quite com- 
fortable with its “Stop the Euro-rot cam- 
paign” and its cut-out-and-keep guide to 
patriotism. The Sun, which smuggly took the 
moral highground over the Mirror, had only 
weeks before encouraged readers to abuse 
German tourists and burn their flag. It was 
closely followed by the Star, which countered 
European Commission President Jacques 
Santer’s concern about the xenophobia of the 
British press with the headline “Shut Eur lip, 
Jacques Prat”. The ensuing article concluded: 
“OK, so you lot have stitched us up some- 
thing rotten with your beef ban ... That 
doesn’t mean we hate you. We just can’t 
stand your guts.” 


It was slightly surprising to see the Daily 
Mirror stoop to such a new low. It had previ- 
ously stood alone among the tabloids in sup- 
porting the European Union. Its “Britain 
needs EU” campaign had even criticised the 
Labour Party for not standing firmer against 
the government’s jingoistic offensive. A 
paper which once prided itself for investiga- 
tive journalism is now left battling for the 
gutter in an increasingly bitter circulation 
war. 

All the papers claimed that this was merely 
a bit of fun. Perhaps someone should have 
told the Islington school children who started 
bullying German children on an exchange 
trip. When confronted by the headmaster, the 





children justified their actions by saying sim- 


ply that the papers had declared war on 
Germany. 


Hooliganism 


As predicted in the June issue of Searchlight, 
many of the media stories of violence failed 
to materialise. This was largely due to pre- 
ventative and extensive police action in the 
weeks leading up to the competition, princi- 
pally the round-up of hooligans from 
Newcastle, Wolverhampton, Oldham, 
Manchester City, Stoke, West Ham, Arsenal 
and Spurs. Another important factor was the 
absence of foreign hooligans. Hooligans from 
Germany, Italy, France and The Netherlands 
preferred to stay at home, many of them 
worried about the likely reception from their 
English counterparts, while for others the 
fortunes of the national team were not of 
interest. 

What trouble occurred was largely ignored 
by the entire British press, although exten- 
sively reported overseas. Before and after the 
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nationalism as nazi hooligans stay at home 


England v Scotland clash, hooligan incidents 
occurred throughout central London, most of 
them small skirmishes, but some involving 
several hundred from each side. Leading fig- 
ures from Combat 18 were seen, but they 
tended to be linked to their respective hooli- 
gan gangs rather than operating as a fascist 
force. 

What was reported was the violence that 
followed England’s defeat by Germany, but 
this had less to do with organised hooligan- 
ism and more with the nationalism of many 
young men. Throughout the country youths 
fought with police and, as was the case in 
Sussex, attacked people they suspected of 
being German. While the newspapers have 
never been too good at differentiating nation- 
alism from organised violence, in the wake of 
their outrageous reporting of the beef crisis 
and the Germany game, they were even less 
inclined to look at problems of society as a 
whole, such as thousands of young men, 
badly educated and without hope of a proper 
job in the future, falling into the trap of see- 
ing ultra nationalism as a solution to their 
problems. 

Interestingly enough, many of the tabloids 
that had been responsible for whipping up the 
nationalist fervour were keen to play down 
the trouble. The Daily Mirror and The Sun, 
which never miss an opportunity to condemn 
hooliganism and thuggery, hardly reported 
the incidents, while the Star claimed in an 
editorial that the riots were of such little sig- 
nificance that they should not have been 
reported at all. For its part the Mirror, already 
trying to crawl out of the nationalist cesspit it 
had so unceremoniously climbed into, pathet- 
ically took refuge behind a Tory MP who 
stated that the events were pure thuggery and 
in no way could be connected to the press. 


Perverted honour 


An academic once wrote: “honour is whatev- 
er raises a man up in the eyes of others and 
gives him a reason for pride”. For English 
hooligans, pride is not injuring or killing their 
rivals, but humiliating them by fear and so 
enhancing their own reputation of hardness 
and invincibility. For much of the British 
press, honour is obtained by ridiculing and 
abusing other countries and traditions. If the 
press offers its readers racist and inaccurate 
stereotypes of other countries, can people 
really be surprised if the thugs enact the 
tabloids’ threats of war and hatred. 

For Europeans the recent explosion of 
English pride simply reinforces their view of 
“little Englanders” with very little to offer a 
changing world. While football may have 
come home, many on the continent will cer- 
tainly hope that the newspapers which so vili- 
fied their countries in recent months will stay 
there. 
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Anti-mosque campaign 
provokes violence 


In the past few months the British 
National Party has placed campaigns 
against the opening of mosques in the 
Greater London area high on its 
agenda. This policy has now spread to 
other parts of the country. 


In Chichester an outcry led by a handful of 
local Christians appears reminiscent of dark 
ages outbursts against Jews or seventeenth 
century witch hunts. 

While the BNP has firmly stuck its 
political oar in around London, who should 
turn up in Chichester in support of the 
backwoodsmen but the ageing Joy Page, a 
long-time racist, organiser of the Immigration 
Control Association and a close ally of the 
twice convicted racist, Lady Jane Birdwood. 
Not for the first time Page is hiding behind 
the facade of her alternative group, the 
London and Counties Tenants Association. 
The organisers of a meeting to discuss the 
foundation of a new mosque had the good 
sense to prevent her from speaking. 

Mike Eley, a leading light in the Chichester 
Christian Fellowship, in a wild attack on the 
plan appeared neither very Christian nor 
much in favour of fellowship. The thoughts 
and wisdom of Mr Eley included the remarks: 
“We are dealing with the devil and his works 
in Islam” and “If you allow a mosque in this 
City, God won’t stand by and let it happen. 
The whole thing is an abomination to God.” 

Eley was supported in his uncharitable 


views by the Rev Richard Griffiths, who used 
the excuse that some Muslim states treat 
Christians badly, as though that was an 
excuse for Christians to behave badly too. 

The meeting organisers refused to put the 
question of building a mosque to the vote. 
Perhaps they though other racist intruders like 
Page were hanging around to put their hands 
up in opposition. 

Page must have been encouraged by the 
news that the Director of Public Prosecutions, 
Barbara Mills, has decided against charging 
Lady Birdwood for a third time. Her earlier 
suspended sentences have just expired, a fact 
that prompted her immediate return to print 
with further, if not worse, hate material. 

Holocaust denial leaflets bearing the 
imprint of her paper, Choice, and carrying her 
address were distributed to schools shortly 
after pupils had attended an exhibition about 
the life of Anne Frank. 

The leaflets denied the existence of gas 
chambers and described the Diary of Anne 
Frank as a hoax. MPs from both sides of the 
House are outraged at the decision not to 
prosecute. 

Both the local press and the Christian 
majority in Chichester have taken a steadfast 
stand against intolerance within and outside 
their community in a show of solidarity with 
their Muslim neighbours. 

Meanwhile, attempts by the BNP to cash in 
on an anti-mosque campaign in Beckton, in 
east London, appear to be foundering, after 
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Joy Page, then 
Immigration Control Association, 
protesting against immigration at 
Downing Street in the early 1970s 


the party failed to show its face at a recent 
meeting in the area. 

In Derby the ultimate response by racists to 
the attempts of ordinary decent people to 
practise their faith was to try and burn down 
the local mosque. Petrol was poured on floors 
in the building and set alight. 


Deportee suffers heart attack 


A Cornish man, dragged “kicking and 
screaming” from a church sanctuary 
by police, later suffered a heart attack. 

The Home Office had been informed 
about the medical condition of Hing 
Fai “Albert” Tong, but ministers at 
first attempted to deny this. 


Mr Tong, 43, has lived in Britain for 17 
years, has a British wife, Becky, and a three- 
year-old daughter, Monica. In May the Court of 
Appeal ruled that a Home Office deportation 
order was not open to judicial review. 

Members of the Friends of Albert Tong 
support group were hoping that Mr Tong 
would be allowed to stay until the case came 
before the European Court of Human Rights. 

Reverend David Haslam, secretary of the 
Churches Commission for Racial Justice, 
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said: “It is quite appalling that this family 
should be hounded in this way. The Home 
Office just does not know when to give up. 
The churches have put forward a position of 
amnesty for families with children born here 
and for reasons of basic humanity the 
government should listen.” 

Truro Liberal Democrat MP Matthew 
Taylor tabled a Commons motion calling on 
the government to reconsider and allow the 
family to stay. It said the actions of the Home 
Secretary in seeking to break up the family 
were “inhumane”. Home Secretary Michael 
Howard had earlier said that Mr Tong would 
“have to be deported”. 

Faced with separation from his family and 
deportation to Hong Kong, due to be taken 
over by China, Mr Tong went on the run. 
After living rough for a week, he sought 


sanctuary in the Methodist church at 
Marazion, near Penzance. 

The Home Office insisted that Mr Tong 
would be deported when he is well enough to 
travel. A police surgeon, who examined Mr 
Tong after his arrest, warned that he would 
suffer serious physical and mental harm if he 
were deported. 

Dr Steve Hindley made his comments in a 
letter to the Home Secretary. Dr Hindley said 
he found Mr Tong in “an acute physical state”, 
and likely to be suffering from a “recognised 
psychiatric disorder”. He said that deportation 
posed “a real risk of causing him serious 
psychological and possibly physical harm’. 

The Home Office is to carry out its own 
secret inquiry into the attempted deportation. 

Mr Tong has now been granted asylum in 
Ireland. 


Victims’ fears prevent 
action against racists 


Racists are getting away with attacks 
and harassment because of victims’ 
and witnesses’ reluctance to stand up 
in court. Their fear of further attacks 
is hampering the efforts of some 
councils to take action against racists. 


Birmingham Council has __ recently 
promised to take tough action against racists 
on council estates, following 66 complaints 
of racial harassment last year made by 
council tenants, most of whom were Asian. 
Incidents included assaults, stone throwing 
and damage to property. 

A housing department spokesman said: 
“Every case of racial harassment is 
thoroughly investigated, but one of the 
problems we’re encountering is the reluctance 
of many victims to give evidence in court. 

“They are understandably afraid of 
repercussions but without evidence it is 
difficult to proceed with a court case which 
could lead to a tenant being evicted. We hope 
the use of video surveillance and professional 
witnesses, who gather evidence, will help.” 


Southampton 


In Southampton attacks have been reported in 
schools and on council estates. Two pupils 
were suspended from Cantell School after 
Asian youngsters were threatened during 
break times. In one incident a school bus was 
stoned. A police officer now visits the school 
at lunch time and when school finishes at 
3.30 pm. 

At Mount Pleasant Junior School, Combat 
18 stickers with “Asians Beware” threats 
have appeared. Chief Inspector Dave 
Wenders from Portswood police _ said: 
“Some of these stickers have been sent 


for some forensic analysis”. 

On Southampton council estates one in 
four black tenants complained about racial 
harassment last year. In the areas of 
Swaythling, Weston, Peartree and Sholing, 
almost one in two black tenants reported 
racist abuse. 

Housing director Paul Jenks promised to 
take action to tackle the attacks. “In certain 
areas of this city, the majority of black tenants 
are being harassed and that is totally 
unacceptable,” he said. “I can only assume 
the others have not been abused yet because 
the racists have too busy a diary. 

“Most council tenants are not racist and are 
disgusted when they found out what has 
being going on. But the racists are likely to be 
aggressive and so people are reluctant to 
stand up in court.” 

The council is considering a witness 
protection scheme and may pay private 
detectives to collect evidence. 

Last year there were 102 recorded cases of 
racial harassment. 


Havering 


An Asian family have been forced out of their 
home in Harold Hill by a series of racist 
attacks. 

Eleven-year-old Amerjeet and nine-year- 
old Sunny have been beaten up and Mrs 
Anita Sagoo has been spat at in the street. 
The family car has been vandalised and 
human excrement and animal corpses pushed 
through the letterbox. 

In the latest incident, a 5kg slab of concrete 
was thrown through the front door and the 
initials of the racist terror group Combat 18 
were daubed on the window. 

Mr Nirmal Sagoo said the attacks started in 


1987. “My wife and children have been 
attacked and a lot of damage has been done to 
my property. Now we are frightened to sleep 
in our own home,” he explained. 

Supt Dave Watson of Romford police said: 
“We are aware of a number of racial incidents 
involving the family. At this time no arrests 
have been made in connection with them.” 


South Wales 


An Asian man suffered daily abuse from 
colleagues in the factory where he worked. A 
drawing appeared of him with a hangman’s 
noose around his neck. 

Tariq Rasul, 26, had lived all his life in 
Merthyr Tydfil. The abuse started when he 
began work for United Flexible Tubes in 
January 1994. 

He said: “Every day I went into work, 
someone would pass comments, whether it 
was calling me a black bastard, a coon, or 
whatever. I use those names as examples, but 
it was a lot more than that.” 

The abuse was spoken in front of the 
foremen. “They both heard it,” he stated. “I 
got called Mowgli, Prince Naseem, Nigel 
Benn. When it was hot in the factory, people 
used to say, don’t worry, you should be used 
to it.” 

Mr Rasul was made redundant after 21 
months’ service and took a claim of racial 
discrimination to an industrial tribunal. An 
agreed settlement was reached shortly before 
the tribunal reconvened. 

The chair of the tribunal, John Thomas, 
said that the white workers at the factory 
“probably did not realise the pain they were 
causing the minority in their midst, who 
should have been treated like a brother but 
was not.” 


Jobs discrimination worsens 


Discrimination against black young 
people in the jobs market is getting 
worse. This is reflected in levels of 
unemployment among young people 
from ethnic minorities, and the 
number of complaints made to the 
Commission for Racial Equality. 


Last year there was an increase of 255 per 
cent in the number of formal complaints 
made by people from ethnic minorities aged 
between 16 and 25. Herman Ouseley, chair of 
the CRE, said: “Unemployment among young 
males from the Bangladeshi, Afro-Caribbean 
and other minority communities is growing. 
They see themselves hitting a brick wall with 
employers. But while many give up the fight 
or continue without complaining, there is a 
growing number who are willing to speak out 
about the way they are being treated.” 


Official figures confirm this trend. 


According to the General Household Survey, 
the labour market position of blacks 
worsened relative to that of whites between 
the 1970s and the 1980s. The difference 
between black and white pay levels rose from 
7.3 to 12.1 per cent, while the difference 
between their unemployment rates rose from 
2.6 to 10.9 percentage points. 

In the past black people fared worse than 
white people during a recession, but returned 
to their former position during the recovery. 
During the present recovery this has not 
happened. Unemployment has fallen by 22 
per cent among whites, but only 17 per cent 
among black and Asian people. 

Unemployment is the key factor, because 
black people who lost their jobs in the 1980s 
had better earning prospects than white 
people who lost theirs. Levels of 
discrimination are identified by looking at the 
difference in earnings between black and 


white workers and working out to what extent 
they can be explained by differences in such 
factors as age, education, work experience, 
job description and type of employer. 

It seems that some employers are using 
ethnic background, rather than any other 
factor, to screen out black applicants. In Leeds 
the management of St James Hospital, made 
famous by the television series Jimmy’s, have 
been found guilty of discrimination against a 
black kitchen worker. 

Beverley Russell, 30, overheard someone 
making an offensive remark in the staff 
canteen and a white colleague refused to 
“work alongside blacks”. The white woman 
was temporarily suspended, but then put to 
work alongside Ms Russell, despite her 
complaints. Ms Russell was also denied trade 
union representation at a meeting with 
management, although the white member of 
staff was represented. 
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Police pay out for racial 
abuse and discrimination 


Two Turkish refugees were awarded a 
total of £150,000 after being dragged 
into a police van and beaten up. 


Haci Bozkurt, 35, and Baki Ates, 34, were 
among a crowd that had gathered outside a 
community centre in January 1991 in Stoke 
Newington. They had gone there to get news 
of a general strike taking place in Turkey. 

Police arrived to disperse the crowd and 
Mr Bozkurt asked why a young man was 
being violently arrested. He was then himself 
kicked and punched and thrown in the back 
of a police van. When Mr Ates complained he 
was punched in the face and also thrown in 
the van, where both men were handcuffed and 
further assaulted. 

PC Michael Fitzpatrick was accused of 
punching both men in the face. Sgt Brian 
Mannix was said to have repeatedly punched 
Mr Ates in the van. WPC Queteline Addison 
is alleged to have battered Mr Ates with her 
truncheon. 

Both men were taken to Stoke Newington 
police station, where doctors sent them to 
hospital. Mr Ates had a lacerated eyebrow 
and severe bruising to his eye, described by a 
doctor as “a classic boxing injury”. 

The two men were charged with violent 
disorder, but when the case came to court, no 
evidence was given against Mr Bozkurt and 
Mr Ates was acquitted. 

They were granted political asylum in 
1990, after suffering political persecution in 
Turkey. Counsel for the men Ben Emmerson 
said: “This country should have been a safe 
haven, but they were arbitrarily arrested, 
beaten and injured and then prosecuted on 
trumped up charges.” 

A jury at Central London county court 
found that the men had suffered false 
imprisonment, wrongful arrest and assault. 

Sgt Mike Bennett of the Metropolitan 
Police Federation complained about the 
award. “Where someone has been acquitted 
by the courts they see it as an open season for 
automatic compensation”, he said. 

In another case, a jury at Central London 
County Court awarded a woman £90,000 for 
false imprisonment and £20,000 exemplary 
damages against the police. 

Mrs Janet Scafe, 38, was arrested outside 
her house in front of her five-year-old son and 
was racially abused. At the time of the arrest 
she was wearing a nightdress and was only 
allowed back into the house to change when 
her husband arrived. She had complained that 
her son would be left alone if she was taken 
away. 

Mrs Scafe was arrested in Peckham, south 
London, in July 1991 and accused of 
punching a policeman. She was held in a cell 
for several hours but when the case got to 
court it was thrown out. 

The Metropolitan Police are planning an 
appeal against this award and several others, 
including that of Daniel Goswell, 29, who was 
awarded £302,000 in April in compensation for 
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being battered about the head with a truncheon, 
and Kenneth Hsu, 32, who was awarded 
£220,000 in March for being assaulted and 
wrongfully arrested by the police. 

Police officers too have received 
compensation after suffering racism in the 
force. A Jewish PC was awarded an 
undisclosed sum after suffering two years of 
racist taunts. 

Paul Thomas, 40, from north London, was 
called “Hymie”, “Yid”, “Jewboy”, and “The 
Milky Bar Yid”. Fellow officers would wave 
bacon rashers in front of his face to mock his 
dietary rules. 

As a result, PC Thomas became ill with the 
eating disorder bulimia and lost 32kg in 
weight. He also became severely depressed 
and was on sick leave for two years. 

He was the only Jew among more than 200 
officers at Chiswick, west London. He had 
received two police commendations. He had 
converted to Judaism in 1979 after meeting 
his wife, whose father was a concentration 
camp survivor, at a kibbutz in Israel. 

An industrial tribunal found that he had 
been discriminated against on racial grounds. 
The tribunal slammed the acquiescence of 
senior officers, saying: “We accept officers 
more senior than Mr Thomas were aware he 
was called Hymie and Moses and are 
surprised they were prepared to wait to be 
asked to do something about it.” 

An agreed settlement reached at the 
tribunal is believed to involve a five figure 
sum in compensation. The Metropolitan 
Police, concerned about further damage to 
their much tarnished equal opportunities 
image, insisted on a confidentiality clause. 
Neither the amount of the award nor further 
details of the case can be disclosed. 

PC Thomas told the tribunal: “I wanted to 
be a policeman ever since I was a young boy. 
Now I have no intention of returning. I could 
never return to that atmosphere.” 

In Sussex, police have made an out of court 
settlement with a black WPC who had alleged 
racial and sexual discrimination. The 
compensation is believed to amount to 
£75,000, but, as is usual in these cases, Sussex 
Police denied that they had discriminated. 

In an agreed statement, the force said: 
“Sussex Police do not admit that they had 
discriminated against her in the ways that she 
alleges. However, they do accept that there 
were management faults in the handling of 
matters of concern to her, and that she has a 
genuine sense of grievance.” 

The 30-year-old WPC has now retired on 
grounds of ill health after three years’ service. 

After the industrial tribunal hearing she 

said: “I retired yesterday. It’s all in the past. I 
just want it to go away.” 
HA committee has called for officers 
involved with death in custody cases to be 
suspended from duty. The committee, which 
included both police officers and black 
leaders, was asked to prepare its report 
following last year’s riot in Brixton. 


Those on the six-strong committee included 
Paul Manning, Assistant Commissioner of the 
Metropolitan Police, Peter Moorhouse, head 
of the Police Complaints Authority, Lloyd 
Leon, a former mayor of Lambeth, and Mike 
Franklin, a race equality officer. 

Mike Franklin said: “The report focuses 
attention on the anger and frustration felt by 
the black community about the non- 
suspension of officers after a death. I want to 
see chief police officers take much more 
account of community feelings. The report 
suggests how this could happen.” 

In a review of 213 deaths in custody since 
1986, the report says that 28, including that of 
Joy Gardner, were “very possibly a matter of 
concern”. The report recommends that in 
such cases officers concerned should be 
immediately suspended from duty, “subject to 
periodic review”. 

It is up to Paul Condon, Commissioner of 
the Metropolitan Police, whether this and the 
other 20 recommendations are accepted. 


CRE chair slams 
anti-refugee 
mythology 


Herman Ouseley, chair of the 
Commission for Racial Equality, has 
warned of an anti-refugee mythology 
being spread by the tabloid press. 
“Newspaper reports of asylum seekers, 
illegal immigrants and benefit fraudsters 
have resulted in the notion of ‘bogus 
arrivals’ taking root in British folklore,” 
he claimed. 

These reports reinforced the 
“damaging and false stereotype of 


immigrants who only know a few words 
of English: benefits, asylum and lottery 
handouts”. There were encouraging signs 
in that the overt discrimination of 30 
years ago stating “no coloureds”, had all 
but disappeared. “In 1996 it is all very 


covert and still exists, but is much more 
subtle and sophisticated.” 

The number of complaints of racial 
discrimination to the CRE fell from 
1,937 in 1994 to 1,682 last year. This 
could be due to increased action by 
unions and citizens’ advice centres. 

Mr Ouseley called for “leadership 
coming from the top whether it is the 
Prime Minister, the leaders of 
corporations, leaders of local authorities. 
We do need to see those who have power 
and resources in our society taking action 
to end discrimination. 

“We are beginning to see some signs 
of that from the captains of industry, 
some corporate leaders, but we must 
have more of that. If they tackle 
discrimination by ending it through 
action then we wouldn’t need the 
Commission for Racial Equality.” 





Tories restore 
asylum seekers’ 
benefit cuts 


The government acted quickly to 
restore cuts in benefit for asylum 
seekers, after being humiliated by the 
Appeal Court. 

The judges ruled that the government acted 
unlawfully when it introduced the cuts in 
February to deter so-called “bogus” asylum 
seekers. The cuts meant that those who 
applied for political asylum and were refused 
were not able to claim benefits while waiting 
for an appeal hearing. Asylum seekers who 
did not announce on arrival that they wanted 
asylum were also denied benefits. 

Up to 30,000 asylum seekers were made 
destitute, saving the government £200 million. 

A report by the Refugee Council says that 
the climate of fear created by the new 
regulations has meant many refugees 
“disappearing” because they are frightened of 
being deported without a fair hearing. “They 
are even avoiding charitable assistance,” the 
report says. “Many are extremely nervous of 
the motives of both statutory and voluntary 
organisations. At its worst, this can lead to a 
complete avoidance of officialdom.” 

In the Appeal Court, Lord Justice Simon 
Brown said that withdrawing benefits would 
leave some asylum seekers so destitute that 
“no civilised nation can tolerate it”. Lord 
Justice Waite said the rules made it 
impossible for applicants to pursue claims and 
rendered their legitimate rights “valueless”. 
The judges said the changes were so 
fundamental that they would have needed to 
be brought in by an Act of Parliament. 

Claude Moraes, director of the Joint 
Council for the Welfare of Immigrants, 
commented: “Peter Lilley was attempting to 
starve asylum seekers out of the country and 
has been condemned in the gravest moral 
terms by the Appeal judges.” 

The Government was unrepentant. Roger 
Evans, a junior minister at the Social Security 
department, even accused people coming to 
this country of “telling one story to get in and 
then changing their minds and concocting 
stories about being political refugees’. Tory 
MP Sir Ivan Lawrence accused the judges of 
being “out of touch with the feelings of the 
British people”. 

In a second judgment, the Appeal Court 
tuled that refugees left destitute by being 
denied benefits must be given priority for 
local authority housing. Unfortunately 
another Bill before Parliament will remove 
the duty on councils to house asylum seekers 
unless children are involved. 

The government did make a few minor 
concessions on its treatment of refugees. It 
accepted a House of Lords amendment 
exempting torture victims from the Asylum 
Bill “fast track” procedure. In a second 
concession, if an asylum seeker wins an 
appeal, benefits will be backdated. 

The government reimposed the cuts in 
benefit on 1 July, but was forced to make one 
more concession. The House of Lords voted 
to give people arriving in the UK three days 
to declare they are seeking political asylum. 
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Abdul, Joyce and Ade Onibiyo before Abdul’s deportation to Nigeria last October. 


A known pro-democracy supporter and opponent of General Abacha’s military 
regime, he has not been heard of since arriving in Lagos. His son, Ade, was 
deported in May, but a safe haven was found for him in Guyana at the last 
moment. The Home Office have told Abdul's wife, Joyce, and their two youngest 
daughters to leave Britain. The family had lived in Britain for 30 years. The 
Onibiyo Family Anti-deportation Campaign is appealing for support to fight 
further deportations, find Abdul and secure the return of Ade. It can be contacted 
c/o Lambeth UNISON A Branch, 6a Acre Lane, London SW2, tel 0171 737 2134 


Labour MP Frank Field and several 
Tory MPs have condemned the 
backdated income support payment 
awarded to an Asian man _ as 
“outrageous” . 


The man_ originally applied for 
supplementary benefit in 1968. He was 
turned down but applied again in 1993. He 
was again refused but took his case to an 
independent social security tribunal. 

The tribunal decided that he was entitled to 
income support and that it should be 
backdated to the first claim in 1968, a sum 
with interest of about £80,000. 

Frank Field said the decision left him 
“speechless”. He said that social security 
benefit was to meet immediate need and 
because the man “survived all this time 
without it”, he “obviously did not need it”. 

On the basis of this logic if you cut out 
income support altogether and half the 


MPs blast tribunal award to Asian 


claimants starved to death, the survivors 
“obviously” would not need it because they 
had survived without “state hand outs”. 

Echoing the Labour MP’s words, Tory MP 
David Shaw said: “It is outrageous. If he has 
survived so long without any money he can’t 
possibly need it now.” 

Tory MP Harry Greenway fumed: “This is 
downright crackers. It will cause enormous 
resentment among the public.” 

The “enormous resentment” was stoked up 
by The Sun, with headlines: “I won the dole- 
over. Scandal as immigrant gets £80,000 
benefit dating back 26 years” and “Lilley 
halts £80,000 dole back pay scam”. 

Social Security Secretary Peter Lilley was 
said to be “absolutely adamant” that the 
decision of the tribunal must be overturned. 

This is a bit rich coming from MPs who 
have just voted themselves a 26 per cent pay 
rise. So much for Mr Field being the moral 
conscience of the Labour Party. 


School exclusions blamed for Brixton riot 


A major cause of the riot in Brixton last 
December was the exclusion of young 
black men from school, according to a 
study by the Runnymede Trust. 


The study found that one third of the 15 to 
23-year-old black males had _ been 
permanently excluded from school. 

The immediate cause of the riot was the 
death of 26-year-old Wayne Douglas in 
custody. But the underlying factors, according 
to the Runnymede Trust, were school 
exclusions, insensitive policing, a lack of 
male role models and unemployment. 

Trevor Phillips, chairman of the Trust, said: 
“There is a generation growing up in 
Brixton who believe that it does not 
matter what they do or how successful 


they are, they will still be condemned.” 

Afro-Caribbean boys in the area are three 
times as likely to be excluded from school as 
whites. They are also twice as likely to be 
unemployed, with half of the Afro-Caribbean 
men under 25 on the dole. 

Afro-Caribbean girls do as well in school 
as white girls and better than white boys. 
They have a much lower rate of 
unemployment than Afro-Caribbean males. 

“Once these boys have been thrown out of 
school they have whole days to fill and 
nothing to do with themselves,” said Mr 
Phillips. “They get involved in petty crime 
and with local gangs, and end up in trouble 
with the police.” 

He has called for closer liaison between 
teachers and parents. 
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SENT DOWN THE LINE 


Part two of Searchlight’s investigation into the white 
supremacist plot to destroy South African democracy 





Ronnie Deuster was a Dutch mercenary who in the middle of 1993 
answered an advertisement in a right-wing newspaper for volunteers to 
fight communism in South Africa. A hardened soldier with a personal 
dislike of blacks, he was recruited into an internationally organised 
conspiracy to destabilise the new South Africa. 

Deuster was to be one of dozens of mercenaries recruited for this plan. After arriving 
in South Africa, they were to operate as sleepers, to be activated as and when necessary. 
Their tasks included the assassination of political opponents and the sabotage of the 
country’s industrial infrastructure, a strategy of tension aimed at frightening white peo- 
ple away from a democratic South Africa. 

Leading the European recruitment operation was Roger Spinnewijn, a lifelong 
Belgian neo-nazi and leader of Voorpost, a paramilitary action group. After smuggling 
guns and Semtex explosive out of Bosnia for Spinnewijn, Deuster and several German 
mercenaries were sent to England for final preparations before their trip to South Africa. 
In the sleepy seaside port of Ramsgate, the killers were looked after by three local men, 
Roger Clare, Tony Hedge and Robert Edwards, all leading members of the highly secre- 
tive élite British neo-nazi group, the League of Saint George. 

With the first multi-party elections in South Africa fast approaching, the plan was put 
into operation. Five months after being recruited for the mission, Deuster left for South 
Africa. His role in the right-wing terror plot was about to begin. 











flight touched down at Jan Smuts Free State, disrupting commuter and 
Airport. The crisp bright morning was _ industrial transport and causing thou- 
a sharp awakening for Deuster and his two sands of Rands worth of damage. j 
German associates. Their flight had left them This was to be followed by several : f oe 


feeling dreary but the anticipation of their more bombings aimed at railway Bob Edwards, one of the British wid League 
forthcoming mission gave them the adrenalin junctions and regional offices of the of St George members who looked after the 


T he fog was lifting as the Air France through a railway track in the Orange 





to compensate. Separating, they made their | ANC and trade unions. mercenaries before they left for South Africa 
way through customs, heading directly for the The plot to undermine the South 

information desk, where they were to be met African economy and terrorise their political Africa for several decades. It was given extra 
by Monica Huggett. opponents was well under way as Deuster impetus as the reality and inevitability of 


A hundred miles away an explosion ripped _ strode through the terminal. But these explo- South Africa’s first multi-racial elections 
sions were not isolated incidents of resistance approached. By the middle of 1993 the 
by supporters of the white apartheid regime; — Volkstaat plan was at the centre of the white 
rather they were the central segment of the _ racists’ response to majority rule, the underly- 
white supremacists’ political goal: not the ing idea being that western Transvaal would 
continuation of apartheid as it stood at the break off from South Africa and declare 
beginning of 1994, but the creation of asmall “Boer Independence”. 
whites-only “Volkstaat”. For some on the right this was the limit of 
The concept of the Volkstaat had been gain- _ the strategy. The coordinating body was the 
ing support among the white right in South Afrikaner Volksfront (AVF), the right-wing 


THE VOLKSTAAT 


The concept of the Volkstaat, an Afrikaner- _ was radically different from Tonder’s con- 
only homeland, has long been in existence, cept, for the AWB envisaged a territory 
but has only recently taken the form of a comprising the bulk of South Africa, with 
small territory within the South African bor- __ the “coloureds” being given their own land 
ders. It was in the early 1960s that Robert along with the existing black homelands. 
van Tonder, the key figure behind the This was to change in 1985 when the 
Deuster operation, first conceived the idea. | AWB swung behind the van Tonder propos- 
Even while he was a member of the ruling al, although this was largely as a result of 
National Party, van Tonder was dreaming of _ the multimillionaire extremist becoming 
a new homeland based on the original Boer involved in Terre’Blanche’s group. Since 
republics. 1985 the other principal right-wing groups, 

During this early period he was a lone the HNP and the Conservative Party, both at 
voice in support of this idea, an isolation one time adopted the Volkstaat position, 
that was to continue for 20 years, even after with the homeland being centred on the 
the AWB incorporated a Volkstaat idea in Transvaal, the Orange Free State and 
its founding policies. The AWB’s position Northern Natal. 
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The white supremacists’ strategy 
consisted of assassination of South 
Africa’s leaders and sabotage of its 
economic infrastructure 





12 Searchlight, August 1996 


One of the recruiting grounds for hired hitmen for South Africa was among the 
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far right mercenaries serving in the former Yugoslavia 


umbrella group combining the AWB, the 
Conservative Party, the HNP, the Boerstaat 
Party and the former military leader General 
Constand Viljoen. 

While Deuster was preparing for his jour- 
ney, the plans were becoming well developed. 
A number of right-wing councils run by the 
Conservative Party were planning to transfer 
their assets to AVF control, which would 
establish from among its sponsoring bodies a 
Boer Parliament, from where resistance 
would be organised. Once the declaration of 
independence had been made, it was to be the 
AWB’s responsibility to organise the internal 
security of the region, a job it was to entrust 
to its élite Iron Guard. 

Although most of those behind the plan 
would be satisfied with simply obtaining 
western Transvaal, others continued to har- 
bour the hope that a state reaction to their 
independent Boer homeland would drive 
South Africa into civil war. In that situation, 
they believed that, with the backing of large 
numbers of army and police personnel, 

































































Deuster’s Dutch papers and South African entry documents, in which he poses as a tourist 


apartheid could yet be maintained across the 
whole country. Some even believed that thou- 
sands of white right-wingers would flock to 
their cause from Australia, New Zealand and 
Germany. 

While the politicians were secretly organis- 
ing this transfer of power, the right’s armed 
units were put into operation. Over 50 bombs 
were to be planted during a five-month peri- 
od. Many were targeted at the industrial 
infrastructure, but several sought to maximise 
injury and death. In one especially sickening 
incident, two cars carrying black passengers 
were stopped by what they thought were 
police in unmarked cars. Forced to line up 
outside the cars, the blacks were gunned 
down. One who survived had his ears cut off. 
Only good fortune prevented even more 
bloodshed when a number of devices failed to 
explode in busy town centres. 

One of the most high profile acts of terror- 
ism was the assassination of Professor Johan 
Heyns, the former Moderator of the Dutch 
Reform Church. Heyns was shot through the 

























































































































































head as he played cards with his grandchil- 
dren. He had become a target of the right after 
1989, when he became the first church leader 
to steer the church into apologising for its 
support of apartheid and condemning it as a 
sin. 

After half an hour of waiting, Deuster and 
the two German mercenaries rang the contact 
number they had for Huggett, only to be told 
by her mother that she had no idea of her 
daughter’s whereabouts. She did, however, 
give the mercenaries her address and so they 
made their way there by taxi to wait for her 
return. 

After several hours their increasingly ner- 
vous wait was interrupted by an hysterical 
woman on _ the telephone screaming: 
“Huggett, she’s been arrested, get out of 
there”. South Africa suddenly seemed a 
frightening and uncertain place for the merce- 
naries as they fled from the house. Paranoid 
that they were being watched, their escape 
took them on an hour’s taxi ride, until they 
finally found a cheap motel from where they 
could ring Spinnewijn. 


Shoot out 


The significance of Huggett’s arrest extended 
far beyond her incarceration, it signalled the 
beginning of the end of the secret mercenary 
operation. Three days before Deuster arrived 
in South Africa the police had innocently 
stumbled across a jeep containing four men in 
combat fatigues, armed with modern 
weapons. When the police attempted to halt 
the vehicle, the men inside opened fire, badly 
injuring two officers. The police returned fire, 
killing one gunman instantly and arresting 
two others. The fourth fled but was caught the 
following day. Among the weapons found 
was a rapid fire AK47 assault rifle with a 
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silencer, a Skorpion machine pistol with tele- 
scopic night sight, tracer bullets and 200 
rounds of ammunition. 

The four were all Germans. Two had 
recently seen action in Croatia and were 
wanted for murder and armed robbery in 
Germany, while a third was a member of a 
German nazi organisation. The fourth, arrest- 
ed the following day, was Horst Klenz, a life- 
long German nazi and mercenary. According 
to South African police, Klenz was a megalo- 
maniac who believed that he could change 
history. 

Klenz, who had the experience but not the 
international network to mobilise his army, 
joined the network that was to bring Deuster 
to South Africa. Like Deuster, the three 
Germans captured in the shootout were 
recruited by Spinnewijn, travelled through 
Ramsgate, and arrived in Johannesburg to be 
met by Monica Huggett. She found them 
employment and papers, and passed them on 
to Klenz, who temporarily introduced them to 
the people running “Radio Pretoria’, an 
illegal extremist radio station. They then 
disappeared from _ right-wing circles, 
becoming the sleepers that Deuster had 
been told about. Unfortunately for Huggett, 
one of the Germans talked, telling the 
police not only about her role in introducing 
them to Klenz but also that she had supplied 
the guns. 

Within 30 minutes of the telephone call to 
Belgium, a man appeared and introduced 
himself as Willie Lubbe, a confidant of both 
Spinnewijn and the Ramsgate nazis. Lubbe, a 


HORST KLENZ 


A veteran right-winger, Horst Klenz has a 
long history of violence and connections 
with South Africa. He was first arrested in 
the 1970s when German police found a 
machine gun in his home, for which he 
was to serve five years. On his release 
he went to South West Africa (now 
Namibia) as a “farm protection” mercenary, 
receiving a bounty for every SWAPO 
member killed. 

In 1989, just before the Namibian elec- 
tions, Klenz led an attack on a UN office, 
killing a UN guard. He was arrested but 


managed to escape with the help of fellow 


mercenaries. He was later rearrested in 
South Africa but was released by an 
amnesty in 1991. 

Returning to Germany he attended a far- 
right training camp at Rugen Island off the 
east German coast with the aim of recruiting 
nazi sympathisers for South Africa. The 
camp was later closed down by the German 
government. It is also alleged that during 
his time in Germany he met up with 
Colonel Eugene de Kock, the alleged leader 
of the “Third Force”, another South African 
reactionary group. 

South African police have described 
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Op 1994-04-16 het ons toe getrek. Ek het saam met Joan CRONJE 
haar seun Jimmy CRONJE, Leon CRONJE, sy vrou Chantel, ‘n Chauke 
en Dirkie asook Fanie en Alet getrek. 


Ek wou aan hulle ‘'n plan voorlé wat kon gewerk het, maar Jimmy 
het gesé slegs die hoofhek van die kamp moet hewaak word. 


My eindelike taak volgens VAN DEN HEEVER was om sekuriteit te 
reél en bomme te maak en indien nodig as skerpskutter op te tree. 
Ek moes spykerbomme maak wat sou afgaan as ongewenste persone die 


n 
varduidelik hoe om motorbomme te maak. Ek het dit slegs op 'n 
stuk papier verduidelik en 'n persoon wat nie werklik kennis het 
van plofstof nie, sal nie verstaan hoe om so 'n bom te maak nie. 
Ekself het al in Bosnié verskeie motorbomme gemaak wat afgegaan 
het, ek gaan egter nie hierop uitbrei nie, aangesien ek aan 
yervolging blootgestel kan word en ek nie dink dat dit relevant 
is tot betrekking van hierdie saak nie, 


cor die algemeen was die hele kamp in chaos en gemors daar was 
nie eers radiokontak nie, dit is dinge wat beloof was maar nocit 
opgedaag het nie. 


Daar was in die tydperk verskillende geheime vergaderings gehou, 
ek het dit nie bygawoon nie, maar slags wag gahou en toegesien 
dat niemand die vergaderings ontwrig nie. Ek ken nie die persone 
wie die vergaderings bygewoon het nie, maar sal hulle op foto's 
kan identifiseer. 


Ek het op ‘'n stadium die geleentheid gehad om na die 
wildreservaat te gaan. ‘n Persoon genaamd Eddie was hier die 
soort van wildbewaarder. Ek het na die wildplaas gegaan in 
opdrag van Generaal Chris VAN DEN HEEVER en Kommandant Willie 
ROOS. Ek moes daar in ‘n houthuisie bly tussen swartes en sou 
my bomme daar maak, Dit was ook as veilige plek beskou waar die 
polisie my nie kon kry nie. Ek moes ook 'n observasie pos daar 
opstel wat oor Manie MARIT2 se plaas uitgekyk het, hulle moes my 
van 'n radio en plofstof voorsien het, niks het weer gebeur nia. 


In dia tydperk was daar tos 'n klopjag op die plaas yan Manie 
MARITZ deur die S AP. Die polisié net my nie kom haal want 
hulle het nie geweet ek was aan die oorkant nie. 


Ad. foee 











Ronnie Deuster, the mercenary who turned himself over to the police, and part 


of the statement he made to them 


former organiser for the AWB and the South 
African leader of Voorpost, was now given 
the responsibility of accommodating the over- 
seas soldiers. Although senior to Huggett, he 
had none of her organisational skills and was 
soon completely out of his depth. This was 
compounded by his domestic situation: he 
drank far too much while his wife suffered 
almost constantly from illness. 

What Lubbe might have lacked in ability, 
he compensated for with weapons and explo- 
sives. Hidden on his farm was a vast arsenal 
including a standard NATO infantry rifle, two 
.303 rifles, one of which was a sniper’s rifle, 
and a number of handguns. During Deuster’s 
stay, this armoury was to be supplemented by 
180kg of Damtex, an industrial explosive 


Klenz as a megalomaniac who single-hand- 
edly thought he could change the course of 
South African history. He is now in a South 
African jail on charges of attempted murder. 





obtained from a security guard at a nearby 
quarry. 

Deuster was to meet many people during 
his two-week stay on Lubbe’s farm, including 
several members of the South African branch 
of Voorpost. One man whom they went to see 
was Robert van Tonder, a multimillionaire 
landowner and veteran right-winger. Deuster 
soon realised that van Tonder was the finan- 
cial backer for the operation and a man whom 
everyone treated with awe. 

Van Tonder lived on a vast ranch in the 
Rand Start region of South Africa. He owned 
a huge tract of land on which there were 
numerous dwellings, though like much else in 
South Africa, divided between the English 
and Boer speaking whites. Also on his land 
was a large meeting hall, where many of van 
Tonder’s right-wing gatherings were held, 
and a printing press. 

While Lubbe was officially the leader of 
the Voorpost in South Africa, van Tonder was 
the real powerhouse. Lubbe, like everyone 
else, would address him as “Sir” or “Uncle” 
and it was van Tonder who had the contacts, 
money and influence. Van Tonder, who talked 
incessantly about the grave political situation 
facing them, was especially interested in 
Deuster’s connection to the IRA, and asked 
him repeatedly how it was organised and how 
the cells operated. Several years earlier, 
Deuster claims, he had been sentenced to four 
years’ imprisonment for gun running to the 
Provisional IRA, and although he said he had 
not had any contact with the IRA since then, 
van Tonder was captivated by this element of 
Deuster’s past. “That’s how we should oper- 
ate here”, he told the Dutchman, advocating a 
terroristic structure and campaign. Not long 
before this conversation, van Tonder had offi- 
cially ended public activities by his right- 
wing Boerstaat Party, announcing to his sup- 
porters that they would no longer be having 
any meetings, but were going underground, 
and to war. 

If the arrest of Klenz and Huggett terminal- 
ly damaged the mercenaries’ operations, the 
right was to suffer an even bigger blow with 
the collapse of the Volkstaat plan. The plan, 

























































































One of the reasons the mercenaries’ plot failed was that the South African army 
was not prepared to place itself in the hands of the extreme right. Below: 


Eugene Terre’Blanche, leader of the AWB 


as already stated, was that the right-wing 
coalition, the AVF, would declare Boer inde- 
pendence in western Transvaal. This plan was 
to fail through the actions of the South 
African security services and a change in 
strategy by one of its main protagonists, 
General Viljoen. 

As the AVF prepared to use a huge public 
rally on 29 January 1994 to initiate its home- 
land claim, Viljoen was already in secret 
negotiations with both the ANC and the gov- 
ernment. Whether this was a result of the 
secret services’ discovery of the plan a few 
weeks earlier, or whether Viljoen simply 
began to recognise the inevitability of the 
changing system, is uncertain. What is clear 
is that his withdrawal from the project, cou- 
pled with his decision to join the Freedom 
Alliance, which would be standing in the 
April elections, not only undermined the 
respectability of the plan, but also encouraged 
the Conservative Party to pull out later. 

Despite the seemingly clear failure of the 
plot, the South African government took no 
chances. In the weeks leading up to the elec- 
tions, almost the entire leadership of the 
AWB’s élite Iron Guard were arrested, along 
with key activists held over the bombing 
campaign. During the election period itself 
the government announced a state of emer- 
gency in Transvaal and flooded the area with 
_ troops. This was an unprecedented move, the 
first time in South African history that the 
government had been forced to act in 
response to a white extremist threat. 


AWB on its own 


The April elections marked a turning point 
for South Africa. For the first time since the 
country’s foundation, a truly democratic gov- 
ernment had been elected. Deuster watched 
the election results with supporters of the 
AWB in a state of great depression. Despite 
their best efforts, the majority of white people 
had agreed to the dismantling of the racist 
system, turning their backs on decades of 
Boer rule. 

Despite its mood of utter despair, the AWB, 
with which Deuster was now connected, 
decided to make one last stand. A wave of 
bombings aimed at innocent people was acti- 
vated within days of the election, with 
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Deuster put to work making pipe bombs and 
booby traps for cars. 

Coupled with this campaign, the AWB 
attempted to relaunch the white homelands 
idea. Supporters from around the country 
were encouraged to descend on five locations 
across western Transvaal, in a faint hope that 
these caravan groups would ignite the same 
passion and destiny as their Boer ancestors 
had done a hundred years ago. 

Deuster was assigned to land belonging to 
the former wrestling champion Manie Maritz. 
Under the control of General Heever of the 
AWB, Deuster was placed in charge of camp 
security. Of course it was all a farce, the 150 
dispirited people who had moved onto the 
land did so out of demoralisation rather than a 
desire to take on the government forces. The 
organisation of the camp was poor, as 
were the quality and skills of most of the 
participants. 

For Deuster it had long been obvious that 
the white revolution he had been keen to 
undertake was going up in a puff of smoke. In 
a typical mercenary approach, survival of the 
individual became his principal priority. Soon 
after arriving at the camp, the Dutch killer 
made unofficial contact with the South 
African police: he was willing to exchange 
his freedom for an inside account of the mer- 
cenaries’ operations. At first he confined him- 
self to irregular snippets of information, but 
after the police raided the AWB compound on 
Maritz’s farm, he was to turn himself over to 
them. 

Once in police custody, Deuster was ques- 
tioned extensively by South African intelli- 
gence and the police. He was then set to work 
with a hand-picked team of officers to round 
up the mercenary network. Because of wor- 
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ROBERT VAN TONDER 


One of the most important characters on the 
far right outside the AWB, van Tonder has 
had his fingers in almost every right-wing 
pie since he became involved in the South 
African right back in the 1950s. He was 
originally a member of the ruling National 
Party, but left in the early 1960s to develop 
his Volkstaat idea. He later became involved 
in the AWB but left that too after tactical 
disagreements. 

He launched the Boerstaat Party in the 


1980s as an intellectual force on the right, 


although its links with the Militant 
Afrikaaners Movement (BWB), provided 
him with committed men through whom he 
hoped to realise his dreams. 

Robert van Tonder is also a leading light 
in the South African chapter of the Church 
of the Creator, led until recently by the 
Reverend J Smit and the financier Poll 
Doussy. Last year the Church met every 
Sunday at van Tonder’s farm. Smit fled to 
New Zealand after the raid on Radio Pre- 
toria, where he recruited more mercenaries. 


Van Tonder is also connected with the 
more respectable World Apartheid 
Movement (WAM), also known as _ the 
World Preservation Movement. A good 
friend of its leader, Koos Vermeulen, van 
Tonder joins the élite of South Africa’s far 
right for the annual celebrations on 20 
April, the anniversary of Hitler’s birth, at 
Vermeulen’s home. 

Robert van Tonder has been described as 
a “most outrageous racist”. He refused to 
join the right-wing Freedom Alliance, say- 
ing that white rule was unnegotiable. 
According to Captain David Harrington of 
the South African police, van Tonder 
retracted his belief in a white-only South 
Africa, saying that he was prepared to sit 
round a table with his enemies. But a South 
African journalist who has met van Tonder 
on several occasions believes none of this, 
saying that the political and the racist van 
Tonder are two different people. He will say 
one thing publicly but privately think some- 
thing quite different. 
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ries about AWB sympathisers within the 
police force, Deuster and his team were 
moved around the country so as not to 
become too familiar to the local police. 

During this period Deuster was to direct the 
police to the home of Johan Lubbe, explain- 
ing in detail the whereabouts of the explo- 
sives. Before Lubbe could stand trial for pos- 
session of explosives or the airport bombing, 
he died of a heart attack in a police cell. 

Over the coming months Deuster and the 
police team uncovered a whole network of 
mercenaries. Most were former soldiers or 
neo-nazis from Germany, eastern Europe and 
Croatia, although there were a few from other 
parts of the world. A German, Frank 
Wagemann, was arrested on weapons and 
explosives charges as part of the police hunt 
for the election bombers. 

From New Zealand came the Grose twins, 
Robert and Christopher. They claimed, on 
their arrest, that they had received a call from 
God to fight in the coming war, although in 
reality they had been recruited by a leading 
member of the South African Church of the 
Creator, one of van Tonder’s associates who 
was himself on the run from the authorities. 


WILLEM RATTE 


Ratte is a former reconnaissance soldier 
for the special forces of the South African 
Defence Force, the South African equiva- 
lent of the British SAS. Since leaving the 
forces, atte has lead the Boer 
Commandos, a right-wing force commit- 
ted to the creation of a white homeland in 
South Africa. 

The Boer Commandos operate in a clan- 
destine manner, being split into cells 
throughout the country. They are far more 
militant than the AWB and some of the 
other pro-white groups which opposed the 
first free elections. Their members consist 
of former South African service personal 
and foreign mercenaries 

Numbering several hundred, the Boer 
Commandos recently came to the attention 
of the public when they became involved 
in “Radio Pretoria”, an illegal extremist 
radio station. Launched as a nucleus for a 
white homeland, Radio Pretoria brought in 
Ratte and his team to organise security, 
but in the end they offered little resistance 
when police moved in. Among the com- 
mandos arrested were several European 
mercenaries and a number of leading 
activists from the Church of the Creator. 

Ratte was arrested and charged for pos- 
session of illegal firearms but released on 
bail. While on bail he became involved in 
a second radio station, Radio Donkerhoek 
(Dark Corner). This too was eventually 
raided by police whereupon Ratte hid in 
the cellar threatening to kill himself if the 
police came in. Undeterred the police 
moved in and Ratte was arrested again. 
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Left: League of St George nazis Hedge and Clare photographed by a Searchlight 
surveillance team in Ramsgate, heading for the Churchill Tavern, where they 
were confronted by Deuster and a Searchlight investigator. Right: Clare, none 
too pleased at being confronted on his doorstep 


Two men connected with the Church of the 
Creator were sentenced in a Pretoria court to 
life and 12 years respectively for armed rob- 
bery and murder. They had been part of a cell 
which tried to steal weapons from an army 
depot and had ended up stabbing and shoot- 
ing three people, believing that people would 
suspect the ANC. Both were active with the 
Boer Commandos and Radio Pretoria. 
Another member of the cell was a French 
mercenary and right-winger; he managed to 
flee the country. 


End of the road 


While this was the end of the road for 
Deuster, it certainly was not the end of the 
right-wing dream of a homeland. After her 
release, Monica Huggett was again accepted 


PIET RUDOLPH AND 
BOEREVOLK 


The operation into which Deuster was 
recruited was not the first attempt by the 
South African far right to resort to terrorism 
as a way to destroy the path to democracy. 
In 1990 Robert van Tonder’s deputy, Piet 
Rudolph, established the Orde Boerevolk 
following the legalisation that year of the 
ANC and South African Communist Party. 

The Orde Boerevolk, which derived its 
name from William Pierce’s The Turner 
Diaries, was responsible for over 20 bomb- 
ings and a dozen deaths during a five-month 
orgy of violence, including the ambush of a 
bus outside Durban, which left six people 
dead and 27 injured, and a bomb left to 
explode at a black taxi rank in 
Johannesburg. 

In a statement to the press soon after the 
group’s inception, Rudolph, who had previ- 
ously been a member of the AWB before 
defecting to Van Tonder’s Boerstaat Party in 


by the far right, and this time advertised for 
former soldiers in eastern European 
newspapers. It is noteworthy that the 
assassination of Chris Hani, the South 
African communist leader, in 1993 was com- 
mitted by an east European. Van Tonder was 
also back on the mercenary trail, with 15 new 
recruits being organised from Holland 
through Douwe van den Bos. Van Tonder 
admitted to a local journalist that he was 
trying to find employment and accommoda- 
tion for this group. 

Back in Europe many of the players found 
it hard to forget their activities. Falk Simang, 
one of the two German mercenaries who trav- 
elled to South Africa with Deuster, was 
arrested in South Africa for stealing ballot 
boxes and shooting at soldiers. He was 


THE ORDE 


1986, declared that it was “better to die in 
glory than to live in disgrace”, a view that 
was to lead dozens of Orde Boerevolk 
members into battle. 

Much of the impetus for these actions was 
the theft by Rudolph of over 60 firearms 
from the South African Air Force installa- 
tion in Pretoria in April 1990. Although he 
was later caught and sentenced for this rob- 
bery, much of the weaponry was never 
recovered. Indeed, the gun used by the 
assassin of Chris Hani three years later 
came from this source. 

While Rudolph claimed to be acting inde- 
pendently of the AWB and van Tonder’s 
Boerstaat Party, the similarities in their 
operations and the overlap of personnel are 
striking. Many of those connected to the 
Orde Boerevolk were later to play a part in 
the Volkstaat uprising, including the 
German mercenary Horst Klenz. 
















































































Left: During our investigations 
we returned with Deuster to 
Bob Edwards’s bolthole in 
Westcliff Terrace Mansions, 
Ramsgate 








Top right: Cartoon by Bob Edwards on the wall of the Artillery Arms. The two 
close friends in the centre are none other than Hedge and Clare. Above: Edwards 
advertising his work in the same pub 


deported back to Germany to be greeted by 
two German policemen on the plane. Ralf 
Mrachacz, the other German, attempted to 
flee to Croatia and claim citizenship but he 
too was apprehended on route. Back in 
Germany they were tried for the murder of 
two fellow German mercenaries in Croatia, 
whom they had shot, covered in petrol and set 
alight. They were both sentenced to life 
imprisonment. 

Roger Spinnewijn was to appear as a wit- 
ness in the mercenary court case but immedi- 
ately after giving evidence he was arrested 
and charged with the possession of firearms 
and explosives. He managed to secure his 
freedom on a legal technicality but the 
German authorities are presently applying for 
his formal extradition from Belgium. In The 
Netherlands, Douwe van den Bos is keeping a 
relatively low profile as the 15 mercenaries 
he sent to Croatia and later planned to send to 


South Africa await trail for atrocities in the 
former Yugoslavia. 


Undercover in Ramsgate 


While the international conspiracy was being 
wheeled in by police operations in a number 
of countries, the three British nazis were 
largely forgotten, not least because Deuster 
himself had misidentified their organisation 
to the police, believing it was called the St 
Vincent Club. 

Eighteen months ago Searchlight received a 
tip-off from the Anne Frank Foundation in 
The Netherlands about Deuster’s story. Dutch 
journalists passed Searchlight a copy of the 
transcript of his statement to the South 
African police. Working with journalists from 
around Europe and in South Africa, 
Searchlight began to piece together the right- 
wing plot. 

Contact was made with Deuster and he 
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soon agreed to come to 
Ramsgate to identify the men 
who safehoused the mercenar- 
ies. Retracing his _ steps, 
Deuster, working with a 
Searchlight journalist posing 
as another mercenary, finally 
met Roger Clare and Tony 
Hedge in the Churchill Tavern, 
the pub where initial contact 
had been made in 1994. 

Pretending to be on their 
way to Angola, Deuster 
claimed that he wanted to clear 
his name after allegations of 
his police contacts had filtered 
back to the European right. 
While initially suspicious, the 
League of Saint George 
activists soon fell for Deuster’s 
story, to the point where they 
talked openly about the opera- 
tion. Hedge, the younger of the 
two and junior in rank, declared, “we weren’t 
in control, we did what we thought was right 
for the cause, we just sent people down the 
line. It was a complete cock up.” Clare, more 
philosophically, added, “‘at the end of the day 
it was the failure of the police and army to 
come over that was decisive. They were more 
worried about losing their pensions than 
fighting for the white race.” 

Deuster will have to spend the next few 
years always looking over his shoulder. 
Because of him many people are in jail and 
many plans have been wrecked. Dutch police 
have told him that Spinnewijn has put out a 
DM25,000 (£10,600) contract on him, a claim 
which was corroborated by Hedge and Clare. 
He takes the threat from Spinnewijn serious- 
ly, “if it comes from him you have to take it 
seriously, he is crazy”. 

As Deuster relaxed in a hotel room before 
meeting the two Ramsgate nazis, he mused 
over his future. “I’ve finished being a merce- 
nary, I’m too old now but I will never really 
settle down. I'll always have to find some- 
thing exciting in my life.” 

While it may have been the end of the road 
for the Dutch mercenary, for many of those 
involved in the homeland dream it was sim- 
ply a temporary failure. An underground net- 
work, working at home and abroad, is still 
plotting the downfall of South Africa’s demo- 
cratic government. Next month’s Searchlight 
will expose these plans. 
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a.) 


ON THE WORLD 





Sweden to host Hess rally 


he ever eager beavers on the Swedish 
To scene have long wished to be 

given an opportunity to stage the annu- 
al international rally and demonstration in 
memory of Hitler’s former deputy Rudolf 
Hess. At last their boots are being polished 
and their flags dusted off for a gathering on 
17 August in the small central Swedish town 
of Trollhattan. 

The planned rally is being organised by the 
National Alliance (NA) through its subsidiary 
group, the Yellow Cross, and its front man, 
Gothenburg nazi Roland Zerpe. The NA is 
led by John Christopher Rangne, a former 
leading Vitt Ariskt Motstand (VAM) terrorist. 

The Yellow Cross was launched in spring 
as a Swedish counterpart of the German HNG 
to raise support for so-called nazi “prisoners- 
of-war”. One of its functions is to raise funds 
to pay the fines when NA members are sen- 
tenced for violent street activities. 

The Hess march will also be a_ nazi 
Kulturfest because the nazis plan to follow it 
with a big skinhead gig featuring No 
Remorse (probably the Paul Burnley version), 
Germania and the Swedish group Svastika. 

In its application to the local authorities, 
the Yellow Cross has claimed that it expects 
at least 100 and at most 1,000 people to 
attend. Permission for the nazi gathering has 
not so far been granted but, on past record, 
there is no reason for the authorities to refuse 
it. 

Trollhattan — quite close to German nazi 
Jiirgen Rieger’s new Swedish home — is an 
unsurprising choice for a Hess rally in 
Sweden. The town is a haven for a small but 
very violent group of local nazi thugs and 
skinheads, as well as an active branch of the 
fascist Sweden Democrat (SD) party. 

These two segments of latter-day Swedish 
fascism often work in tandem with and 
inspire the activities of the violent street 
thugs. The SD itself has staged a couple of its 
most successful rallies outside Stockholm in 
Trollhattan. 

In recent years Trollhattan has been the 
scene of a number of violent incidents. In 
1993 a group of skinheads went on a rampage 
following an SD rally, assaulting a group of 
Somali refugees. One of the victims was 
almost killed when a skinhead kicked him to 
the ground and stamped on his head. The nazi 
bonehead group responsible for that attack 
has also been involved in a series of similar 
assaults. Also that year two skinheads con- 
nected to the nazi terrorist Storm Network set 
fire to a local mosque, entirely destroying it. 

Together with the annual fascist rally in 
Diksmuide in Belgium in August and the 
Franco commemoration in Spain each 
November, the Hess rally has gradually 
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became one of the most important gatherings 
of nazis in Europe, and an opportunity for 
hard-core nazi leaders to meet and discuss 
matters of mutual interest. Traditionally, the 
German nazis have wanted to stage the event 
in Wunsiedel, Bavaria, where Hess is buried, 
but requests to hold any event around the 
anniversary of Hess’s death are met with 
blanket bans by the German authorities. 

Last year the nazis managed to stage two 
Hess rallies. One in Roskilde, Denmark, 
organised by the Danish nazi DNSB, ended in 
a total fiasco for the 150 nazis present. The 
other, an illegal demonstration in the north 
German town of Schneverdingen, was a much 
more disciplined affair. 

Giving Sweden an opportunity to host the 
Hess march is not only a matter of enforced 
convenience but an indication that Swedish 
nazis now are fully accepted among their 
German big brothers. However, in backing 
Rangne, the international nazi network, par- 
ticularly the NSDAP-AO, may be putting its 
brown shirt on the wrong horse. Rangne’s 
position as a Nordic fiihrer is by no means 
secure or undisputed. Although nobody has 
yet dared to voice open complaints — perhaps 
through fear of retribution — several leading 
Swedish nazis are seriously uneasy about giv- 
ing the ambitious and power-drunk Rangne 
too much of a free hand. 

Already some of them are quietly slander- 
ing Rangne behind his back at every opportu- 
nity, suggesting that he is little more than a 
Swedish version of Combat 18’s Charlie 
Sargent, and that the NA will soon fall apart. 
A large part of one organisation connected to 


the former Storm Network, the Reich Front, 
has decided to carry on its activities indepen- 
dently of the NA umbrella. 

@ Somebody should tell the nazi idiots who 
run the German HNG that Rangne, a convict- 
ed bank robber, who features on the HNG list 
of nazi prisoners abroad, is no longer in jail, 
after being freed last autumn. Prison officers 
are reported to be getting fed up with the 
amount of nazi junk mail that continues to 
arrive for him. 


From our Swedish correspondent 


BELGIUM 


Vanhecke takes over 
VB leadership 


Karel Dillen, former chief of the fascist 
Vlaams Blok (VB) and since 1977 the party’s 
“president for life”, stepped down from all his 
internal posts at a party congress recently. 

Dillen, 71 and reportedly sick, decided that 
after 19 years at the head of the party it was 
time for a new leader. According to the VB’s 
anti-democratic constitution, Dillen had the 
right to appoint his successor, who will hold 
the party presidency for the next three years. 
Although Dillen will remain a member of the 
European Parliament, his nominee as succes- 
sor was a surprise: Frank Vanhecke, his VB 
colleague in the Parliament. 

Vanhecke is not well known to the Belgian 
public. Born in Bruges on 30 May 1959, he 
grew up with his friend Filip Dewinter, the 
real boss of the VB. Their first political men- 
tor, whom they met as youngsters, was Roger 
Spinnewijn, an internationally notorious and 
rabid nazi and, at that time, the Bruges dis- 
trict fiihrer of the now outlawed violent fas- 
cist private army, the Vlaamse Militanten 
Orde (VMO). 

After their flirtation with Spinnewijn, the 
two joined the youth organisation of the 
Vlaams Blok. Together with Dillen’s son-in- 
law, Hans Carpels, they made racism a policy 
priority, scoring notable political successes. 
Vanhecke even got elected to Bruges city 
council. 

Because of his university diploma in com- 
munication sciences, Vanhecke soon became 
the official public relations mouthpiece of the 
VB before leaping into a more international 
orbit. He served as secretary-general of the 
then Technical Group of the European Right 
in the European parliament from 1989 to 
1994. 

Dillen was the VB’s only elected European 
Parliament member at the time and became 
Vanhecke’s guiding star. It was with his 








Frank Vanhecke (left), the new VB leader, w 











































































(right), hopes will unite the divided fascist party 


enthusiastic support that Vanhecke himself 
made it into the Parliament in the 1994 
European election. 

In Parliament, Vanhecke was known as 
Dillen’s inseparable shadow but cut a new 
political style, much more modern than 
Dillen. Like Filip Dewinter, Vanhecke sees 
the Austrian “yuppie fascist” Jorg Haider as a 
role model and inspiration. Hence the nice 
suits, the smart look and neat haircut, but hid- 
ing a hardline racist. 


Even for VB insiders, it came as a shock 
and surprise that Dillen appointed Vanhecke. 
The majority of VB members fully expected 
that the new president would be either 
Dewinter or Gerolf Annemans. 

The VB has essentially two wings which sit 
uneasily together, the straight Flemish nation- 
alist and more political wing of Annemans 
and the more racist and militant wing of 
Filip Dewinter. It is this uneasy relationship 
that prompted Dillen to appoint the non- 


aligned Vanhecke, his “political son”, as 
president. 

Dillen hopes that this appointment will pre- 
vent the tension between the two wings from 
erupting into open conflict, leading to a split. 
The divided VB certainly needs a strong lead- 
er at the moment and Dillen’s first advice to 
his successor was that he should “be a pit-bull 
and not a lap-dog”. 

In his maiden speech as party president, 
Vanhecke bared his political fangs, promising 
to be a hardliner who would deport immi- 
grants with C130 army transport planes, 
which, incidentally, is one of the most contro- 
versial points of Dewinter’s infamous 70- 
point anti-immigration programme. 

With Vanhecke at the helm, the party will 
become increasingly radicalised as the terror- 
ist VMO generation replaces the Dillen gen- 
eration of “alte Kameraden’”, although Dillen 
remains influential. 

For the moment, the real losers are 
Dewinter and Annemans. Although Dewinter, 
a considerable driving force in the party, 
knows that Vanhecke is an ardent supporter of 
his 70-point racist programme, he is openly 
disappointed not to have taken over from 
Dillen. But the bigger loser is Annemans 
because with Frank Vanhecke in nominal 
control, but pushed on by Dewinter, the 
Vlaams Blok will move further away from its 
Flemish nationalist programme and closer to 
open fascism. 


From our Belgian correspondent 





Fake anti-fascist group fools Canadian media 


On 7 July, 200 people took to the streets of 
Montreal to denounce police repression and a 
so-called anti-fascist group, the “World Anti- 
Fascist League” (WAL). Two weeks earlier, 
on Quebec’s national holiday, street riots 
erupted in the provincial capital following an 
evening of dance and music. Despite numer- 
ous police denials of any conspiracy behind 
the riots, the WAL staged a media campaign 
pointing at anarchists and leftists as organis- 
ers of the riots. 

It resulted in police searches and seizures 
of magazines, files and computers from local 
young anarchists, despite the fact that they 
were 200km away when the riots erupted. 
. Three of them were arrested for possession of 
three marijuana plants. WAL’s spokesperson, 
Alain Dufour, self-described leader, now says 
he was misquoted and the victim of a leftist 
smear campaign. 


Hoaxers since 1989 


The WAL has painted itself as a world-based 
group in the Montreal media. It has lied about 
its origins, its budget, membership and real 
nature. It has pretended to have branches or 
links with Babylonia (Berlin), Front Anti-fas- 
cism (Belgium), PART-USA, ARA-Chicago, 
KlanWatch and the John Brown Anti-Klan 
Committee. It not only claimed to have rela- 
tions with Reflex in France but one of its 
members even impersonated a Reflex repre- 
sentative in press statements. It claimed 
branches in London, Brussels and Paris. 

As it said in a 1993 document, its aim is to 
make “Quebec the merging point for informa- 


tion, intelligence and anti-racist expertise 
between Europe and North America”. It also 
formed a nebulous group, RAM, claiming 
branches worldwide including Japan, The 
Netherlands and elsewhere. 

Real anti-fascists have either never heard of 
them or had bad experiences of them. The 
hoax survived seven years in the media, 
which is the only place they can actually be 
found in Canada. Their latest organisation of 
police repression was enough for anti-fas- 
cists. 


Barmy but dangerous 


The WAL openly admitted its relations with 
members of the Ku Klux Klan in the past. It 
also did not rule out informing the police 
about anti-fascist activities. When anti-fas- 
cists were wrongfully charged for a robbery 
committed by the WAL’s leader, the WAL 
issued a press release condemning violence 
and tried to sabotage the defence fund. The 
WAL leader walked away from any charges 
after friendly testimony from the leader of the 
KKK. 

Over the years they denounced the largest 
anti-fascist coalition since the 1930s, which 
had been organised against the fascist Front 
National, and also attacked numerous groups 
or demonstrations as “Marxist, socialist or 
communist”. They even smeared anti-fascists, 
to the media and potential funders, as danger- 
ous communists. 

Before embarking on their witch-hunt in 
late June, the WAL’s leader was the guest at 
an ARA-Toronto and Canadian Anti-Racism 


Education and Research Society conference 
in Toronto. Yes, despite all the group’s activi- 
ties, it seems some people still invite them to 
infiltrate the anti-racism movement. WAL 
now has an Internet site, funded by the 
provincial government, which it has used to 
help neo-nazis get space on the World Wide 
Web. 

In Britain, Searchlight was approached by a 
member of the Sikh community, who turned 
out to have connections with ARA-Toronto 
and the Canadian Anti-Racism Education and 
Research Society. He obtained one of the 
Searchlight Educational Trust’s community 
handbooks and passed it to ARA Toronto, 
which proceeded to include some of its con- 
tents in material for the conference, without 
Searchlight’s permission. 


Alert to anti-fascists 


A document is now available on this group 
from the Canadian Research Group on the Far 
Right and its Allies. Anti-fascists should 
immediately break any relations they might 
have with the WAL. A campaign has now 
been launched to expose them in Quebec and 
anti-fascists are urging all groups to denounce 
the WAL and to make this known publicly. 
We must ensure that no genuine anti-fascist is 
duped by these hoaxers. For information or 
comments, please contact the Research Group 
on the Far Right and its Allies, PO Box 505, 
Station Desjardins, Quebec, HSB 1B6, 
Canada. 


From our Canadian correspondent 
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Internet nazi quits ‘lost cause’ 


he world’s most active Internet nazi, 
Tomer National Alliance member 

Milton Kleim, has quit after declaring: 
“T’ve wasted enough of my life on a lost 
cause”. 

Kleim has enraged his former comrades by 
dismissing the nazi movement as “an 
entertainment industry, not a cause”. He 
accuses both the National Alliance leader 
William Pierce and the skinhead music supre- 
mo George Burdi, alias George Eric 
Hawthorne, of being businessmen out to 
enrich themselves. 

During the past two years the Internet has 
become an important forum for the interna- 
tional far right. The terrorist wing of the 
movement has been able to use encrypted e- 
mail facilities to exchange information and 
plan criminal operations. Almost as impor- 
tant, however, have been the publicity stunts 
masterminded by Kleim. Political discussion 
groups have been invaded by hardline nation- 
al socialist propaganda, targeted mainly at 
university students, who form the majority of 
the worldwide Internet audience. When three 
British students killed themselves in the USA 
earlier this year, it was suspected that they 
had been drawn into violent far-right activity 
via the Internet. 

Kleim has been particularly successful in 
conning the mainstream media into giving 
acres of publicity to Internet nazism, espe- 
cially through politically naive journalists on 
computer magazines, who have effectively 
advertised the addresses of web pages such as 
Stormfront. 





Two faces of Resistance editor George 
Eric Hawthorne, accused of being 
interested only in enriching himself 


Earlier this year, Kleim launched his most 
ambitious operation yet: to create a new 
Internet “news group” dedicated to “white 
power” music. Campaigns for and against this 
proposal prompted the biggest debate in the 
history of the Internet. Although the proposal 
was voted down by a huge margin, Kleim had 
once again succeeded in generating large 
scale international publicity. It has also 
caused a massive international security scare 
for the tens of thousands of anti-fascist 
Internet subscribers who had to reveal their 
details before they could vote. However even 
while this was going on, Kleim was already 
becoming disillusioned with the movement he 
had done so much to serve. 

Long before his resignation, Kleim was 
making a habit of falling out with his sup- 
posed allies. Violent disagreements involving 
Kleim often dominated exchanges on the 
Stormfront mailing list, which serves as the 


main contact and discussion point for extrem- 
ist activists. Favourite targets included the Ku 
Klux Klan and Christian Identity movement. 

More seriously, tensions were developing 
within the National Alliance, especially after 
the Alliance was blamed for the so-called 
“crusader spam”, a serious breach of Internet 
rules, which took place in late 1995. 

In March 1996 Kleim announced his resig- 
nation from the NA for “personal reasons”. In 
the following month’s NA members’ bulletin, 
Pierce attacked the irresponsible and unautho- 
rised use of the Internet by some (unnamed) 
activists. Kleim initially interpreted this as a 
personal attack, but was persuaded that there 
had been a “misunderstanding”. 

The final break came at the start of June, 
and the catalyst was Pierce’s decision to sell 
the rights to the NA’s infamous “terror bible”, 
The Turner Diaries. Regarding themselves as 
pure national socialists, Kleim and other NA 
members. were outraged, especially when 
they discovered that the purchaser was a 
mainstream Jewish-owned publishing firm. 

Meanwhile, Kleim had become increasing- 
ly disenchanted with the drunken stupidity of 
his comrades, and with the fact that such peo- 
ple as George Hawthorne seemed to have no 
interest in reforming or educating skinheads 
into “genuine” nazism. All Hawthorne and 
Pierce seemed to want was their money. 
Kleim’s angry resignation letters speak for 
themselves. In one exchange with George 
Burdi in which the Resistance boss says all 
that is important is the “Volk”, the race, 
Kleim retorted angrily “What Folk? A few 
tens of thousands of drunken skinheads? A 
few dozen old profiteers fantasising about 
‘Victory’?. George we are not the Race. We 
have no revolutionary following. We have a 
following of losers.” The question remains, 
where does Kleim go from here? If he aims to 
rejoin mainstream society, he still has a lot of 
explaining to do. Two disturbing clues to his 
possible future can be found in his recent 
interest in the writings of the British satanist 
David Myatt, guru of Combat 18 and the 
National Socialist Alliance, and the so-called 
“Unabomber”, the American terrorist whose 
rambling manifesto was published shortly 
before his recent arrest. 





Refugee arson suspect’s accusers had nazi links 


A Lebanese refugee who had been held as the 
chief suspect for a fire at an asylum seekers’ 
hostel in Liibeck, Germany, in which 10 peo- 
ple died and 38 were injured, was released on 
2 July. Safwan Eid, 20, who was taken by 
police while four nazi suspects were allowed 
to go free, had spent six months in custody, 
much of the time in solitary confinement. 

His original arrest had been based on a 
statement by Jens Leonhardt, an ambulance 
man at the scene of the fire on 18 January, 
that Eid had admitted starting the blaze. It 
appears that Leonhardt was persuaded by 
another ambulance man, Matthias Hamman, 
to implicate Eid by falsifying his words. 

Since the arrest, German anti-racists have 
made enormous efforts to confirm the inno- 
cence of Mr Eid, whose own father died in 
the inferno. With the help of Searchlight, 
Hamburg lawyer Gabriele Heinecke and other 
anti-fascists established an International 
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Independent Commission, which included the 
distinguished British lawyer Geoffrey 
Bindman, the former Israeli lawyer Felicia 
Langer and the anti-fascist activist and Nazi 
hunter Beate Klarsfeld. 

At the same time, anti-fascists in Liibeck 
worked closely with a broad spectrum of 
local organisations and with Michael 
Bouteiller, the mayor, who had criticised 
Eid’s arrest and confinement from the outset. 

Under attack from all sides, the prosecution 
authorities have now been forced to admit 
that there is simply not enough credible evi- 
dence to detain Mr Eid. It has now emerged 
that Hamman, 23, who was also on duty that 
night, had previously had contact with at least 
one of the four nazis who were originally 
spotted by police, driving a_ stolen 
Volkswagen Golf car, at a petrol station not 
far away from the scene of the fire. 

It is understood that, following an alleged 


theft of pharmaceuticals by Hamman at the 
end of the 1980s, police searched his locker at 
the ambulance depot. They found a large 
amount of right-wing extremist material, 
including plans to set up a paramilitary train- 
ing group in Liibeck. 

Further investigations by journalists have 
now proved that both Leonhardt and 
Hamman had contact with Maik Wotenow, a 
nazi from Grevesmiihlen in the neighbouring 
state of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, who was 
originally arrested on the night of the fire. 

So far the prosecuting authorities have not 
properly investigated these links, despite the 
fact that since even before the Liibeck arson 
they have been in possession of an address 
list in which both Hamman’s and Leonhardt’s 
names are mentioned. 

Wotenow is not unknown to the German 
police. Shortly after his release in Liibeck, he 
was rearrested in connection with an arrest 


warrant issued last year. In March he was 
convicted and jailed for 14 months for a col- 
lection of offences, including bodily harm, 
theft, robbery and burglary. He is also under 
investigation for daubing swastikas and for 
the desecration of a cemetery in Giilze. His 
nickname was “Little Adolf”. 

All efforts to pin the blame, for what was in 
essence an arson attack, on Mr Eid have 
failed miserably. Professor Ernst Achilles, a 
fire security expert, has demolished the pros- 
ecution claims — on the basis of the police’s 
own evidence — that the fire was started in 
one place by one person or by a faulty oven. 
There is also no plausible motive for Mr Eid 
to have started the fire. 

The prosecution case now lies in tatters. It 
is also clear that Germany has lost an alibi: 
the bogus claim that attacks on refugees, asy- 
lum seekers and foreigners are the handiwork 
of the victims themselves. 


Kohl addresses 
revanchist meeting 


Chancellor Helmut Kohl and at least two 
other politicians have been in close contact 
with organisations that have a history of 
revanchism or right-wing extremism, accord- 
ing to recent revelations. 

On 16 June Kohl addressed a meeting of 
the Deutschland Stiftung (Germany 
Foundation — DS) as keynote speaker at a cer- 
emony in which several people were awarded 
the Konrad Adenauer Prize. The DS has 
already been branded by the state court in 
Munich as an organisation “which works 
together with right-wing extremists and 
which in its journal, Deutschland Magazin, 
propagates anti-liberal, anti-democratic, his- 
torical revisionist and xenophobic positions”. 

None of this deterred the ebullient German 
chancellor who, encouraged by the applause 
of his listeners, launched into a tirade in 
which he said: “We Germans would make a 
big historical mistake if we simply leant back 
satisfied at German unity. European unity”, 
he added, “is a question of destiny for the 
Germans and other Europeans ... we have to 
develop a European identity. European identi- 
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Some of the nazis who marched in 
Berlin on 1 May with official sanction 
































The burnt out refugee hostel in Lubeck 


ty is not opposed to our national identity.” 

In a conclusion that will have warmed the 
heart of his new right nationalist and fascist 
audience, Kohl stated: “It is in nobody’s 
interest to demolish the differences between 
peoples and to let their characteristics and 
national identity disappear homeland, 
fatherland, Europe, that is the triad of the 
future.” 

While Kohl was banging the German 
nationalist drum about Europe’s “German” 
future, his junior Interior Minister, Dr Horst 
Waffenschmidt, has been exposed for his part 
in assisting the right-wing extremist-influ- 
enced Verein fiir das Deutschtum im Ausland 
(VDA) in obtaining more than £480 million 
for projects aimed at furthering German 
expansionist policies in eastern Europe since 
1990. Much of this money remains unac- 
counted for and parliamentary questions from 
the left-wing PDS Bundestag member Ulla 
Jelpke and the Green MP _ Annelie 
Buntenbach have produced only evasive 
answers from the federal government. 

Waffenschmidt sat on the board of the 
VDA, which was one of the first Nazi organi- 
sations banned by the Allies in 1945, with 
fascists such the Austrian Helmut Kowarik 
until 1993. He evidently saw no clash of 
interest with his role as junior Interior 
Minister. Now, in a press statement, Ms 
Buntenbach has called for Waffenschmidt’s 
resignation until the missing money for 80 so- 
called VDA projects, 40% of the total cash, is 
accounted for. 

It has also been revealed that Steffen 
Heitmann, Justice Minister of Saxony and 
Kohl’s one-time nominee for the post of pres- 
ident of Germany, sent greetings to a German 
recolonisation project in the Russian part of 
the formerly German East Prussia. 

The occasion of Heitmann’s greeting was 
the annual meeting of the fascist Schulverein 
zur Forderung der Russlanddeutschen in 
Ostpreussen (The School Association for the 
Advancement of Russian-Germans in East 
Prussia). 

This outfit, in the foundation of which, in 
1992, the fascist publisher Dietmar Munier 
played a central role, has a membership of 
around 600. A 150-strong audience in 
Bavaria was treated to a lecture from 
Auschwitz liar Alfred Schickel, who 








described the “awful events” of 8 May 1945 
as “the worst defeat in German history”. 

Greetings messages sent to the conference 
were reported in the organisation’s bulletin 
Deutsche Schule Trakehnen. Among_ the 
senders of messages of support for this fascist 
project were the former fascist Republikaner 
Bundestag member Rudolf Krause, the fascist 
“Russia expert” Wolfgang Strauss, the “yup- 
pie fascist” leader of the Austrian Freedom 
Movement Jorg Haider, the ultra-rightist for- 
mer Bundeswehr general Giinter Kiesling, 
and the revisionist historian Ernst Nolte. 

Most interesting, however, was Heitmann’s 
message, which wished the event “success” 
and offered his “recognition” to the 
Association’s “cultural activity”. Heitmann, 
who sits on the German _parliament’s 
Information Group for the Observation and 
Combat of Right-Wing Extremist, Terrorist 
and Xenophobic Offences, cannot fail to be 
aware that the internal security service, the 
Verfassungsschutz, in 1993 listed Munier’s 
activities as “extreme right-wing”. 


Gretel is dead. 


The mother. The friend. 

The antifascist. The grandma. 

The mathematician. The translator 
and proof-reader. The comrad. 
The adviser. The vegetarian. The 


host. The supporter. The Zapatista. 
The counselor. The sympathizer. 
The old lady. The sensitive. 

The fighter. 


She was an outstanding example 
for all of us. 


We already miss you... 





Gretel, who died aged 80, was an active 
Germananti-fascist who set up a team to 
translate artcicles from Searchlight into 
German. Her comrades and family asked us 
to publish this notice in her memory 
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Reflex is 


the 


French equivalent of 


Searchlight. It publishes a magazine and 
carries out excellent research and analysis 


of the far right in France. Its staff have a 
strong sense of international cooperation 
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Searchlight on a regular basis. 





Appeal court halts FN press campaign 


Reading the French press in July was a night- 
mare for anti-fascists. The fiihrer of the fas- 
cist Front National (FN), Jean-Marie Le Pen, 
and his ultra-patriotic thugs were everywhere, 
even on the sports pages. This full-scale polit- 
ical offensive by the extreme right to grab the 
headlines has taken place on at least four 
fronts: legal, social, cultural and sport. 

On the judicial front, the FN has for several 
months been mounting a progressively more 
intensive legal campaign against the press. 
The publication of articles unfavourable to 
the FN now always leads to demands by Le 
Pen for either an immediate right to reply or a 
public apology. If these are refused, the FN’s 
aggressive leader files judicial complaints or 
takes legal action. 

Legal action has forced several papers, 
including Le Monde and the formerly left- 
wing Liberation, to publish FN diatribes. The 
fascists are reaping a large profit by using 
these opportunities to promote their ideas and 
gain free advertising. 

In October last year the FN, in an attempt 


The cultural campaign is now 
a central facet of the FN’s 
policy, in which it defines 
culture purely in terms of 
‘roots, traditions and identity’ 


to broaden its appeal in the run-up to the 
French general election in 1998, served notice 
to the daily and weekly press that it would 
demand the right of reply “each time that the 
words ‘extremist’ or ‘extreme-right’ were 
used to describe the Front National”. 

In a letter to the press, Le Pen claimed that 
the use of such expressions “evokes images 
of the fascist movements and leagues that 
existed before the war’ and “suggests ideas of 
rejection of democracy, an appeal to violence 
and racism and the intention to install one- 
party rule”. He made the incredible claim that 
he and his party “do not share these ideas and 
are even opposed to them”. The bigger the 
lie, it seems, the more true it looks. 

Now, for the moment at least, it appears 
that Le Pen’s offensive against press freedom 
may have been halted. On 4 July, an appeal 
court in Versailles reversed an earlier judg- 
ment by a lower court which forced Le 
Monde to print a rebuttal of an article refer- 
ring to the FN as “extreme-right”. 

The judgment had imposed a fine of £2,000 
a day for every day that the paper delayed 
publication of the FN’s response to the arti- 
cle. On learning of the reversal of the earlier 
verdict, even though it came too late for Le 
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Monde to avoid the indignity of publishing 
fascist propaganda, Le Pen is reported to have 
gone apoplectic, threatening to appeal to 
France’s highest court against a decision that 
has scuppered his well laid plans. In a state- 
ment, he said that the appeal court judgment 
was “proof of the establishment’s panic in the 
face of the Front National’s increasing 
power’. 

To remind Searchlight readers of the exact 
nature of the FN, it is worth citing the names 
and pedigrees of just a handful of those who 
have been or are closely associated with Le 
Pen: 

@Victor Barthélémy, now dead, but a co- 
founder of the FN and former right-hand man 
to Jacques Doriot, the prewar nazi Parti 
Populaire Frangais (PPF) leader and notorious 
wartime collaborator. 

@ André Dufraisse, who fought with the 
Nazis on the Russian front during the war and 
sat in the political bureau of the FN until his 
death in 1994. 

@ Paul Malaguti, a former member of the 
PPF, who has been accused of being a 
Gestapo collaborator and is a regional coun- 
cillor for the FN. 

@ Roland Gaucher, a former propagandist 
for a fascist party during the war and now a 
regional councillor for the FN in the Franche 
Comté region. 

@ Pierre Bousquet, now dead, but a founder 
and one-time national treasurer of the FN as 
well as a former member of the murderous 
Waffen SS. 

@ Léon Gaultier, another Waffen SS veteran 
and close friend of Le Pen, who helped to 
establish the far-right publisher SERP. 

The dubious background of many of the 
FN’s leaders, however, is no deterrent to Le 
Pen, who is increasingly trying to popularise 
his party among working class people. Le 
Pen’s cadres are trying to penetrate the trade 
unions and create their own party-dominated 
structures. 

Inevitably, the police have been a target for 
attention by the FN fascists. In union elec- 
tions the party’s front, the FN-Police, won 7 
per cent of the vote. But an effort to break 
into the Paris transport workers’ unions, using 
the newly active FN-RATP as a spearhead, 
has come unstuck, thanks to a court decision 
prohibiting the FN-RATP from presenting 
itself as a professional association. 

Nevertheless, the efforts continue. At the 
beginning of June, Bruno Gollnisch, the FN’s 
deputy leader, and Samuel Maréchal, leader 
of the FN’s youth organisation and Le Pen’s 
son-in-law, founded the National Circle of 
Trade Union Workers. Maréchal boasts that it 
will “penetrate the trade union movement ... 
and elaborate the FN’s social programme as 


well as creating a funnel through which to 
recruit new members”. Already this new front 
outfit has over 100 members and claims at 
least 500 supporters. 

The FN has also become dramatically 
active among tenants in municipal housing, 
contesting the elections for tenants’ associa- 
tion representatives with its own centrally 
controlled lists of candidates. In the first 
seven results declared, the FN’s candidates 
came second or third, beating even the main- 
stream parties. Even if the FN wins seats on 
only 25 to 30 tenants’ associations, it will 
have made an important breakthrough 
because fascists will for the first time have a 
presence in these organisations. 

The FN’s onslaught, in its strongholds of 
Toulon, Orange and Marignan, against any- 
thing that is culturally or artistically uncon- 
ventional continues unabated. An FN cam- 
paign against a concert in Toulon by the 
unfortunately named rap group “Nique ta 
mére” (F*** your mother) forced the organis- 
er to cancel the event. 

The band, the most popular rap group in 
France, is now the victim of a concerted 
rightist hate campaign. The FN has been 
joined in its fulminations by Charles 
Marchiani, the prefect of the Department of 
Var and a close associate of the former 
Interior Minister, Charles Pasqua. Marchiani, 
a very right-wing conservative, justified the 
demands for censorship against the rap band 
as “a representative of the state, as a Christian 
and as a man”, adding that he “could not 
allow such a violation of the dignity of 
women and the family”. 

The cultural campaign is now a central 
facet of the FN’s policy, in which it defines 
culture purely in terms of “roots, traditions 
and identity”. By “identity” the FN clearly 
means racial and national identity. This field 
of political combat is so important to the FN 
that a main theme of its annual summer “uni- 
versity” will be “Culture and Politics”. 

Sport — as popular culture, often with 
nationalist overtones — has also come in for 
fascist attention in recent weeks during the 
European soccer championships in England. 
Le Pen used the success of the French nation- 
al team in reaching the semi-finals of the 
competition to storm into the headlines again. 

This time he bemoaned that “most of the 
French players do not know how or do not 
want to sing the French national anthem” and 
went so far as to cast doubts on the French 
nationality of some of the team’s players. 
When he was duly informed that all the 
French squad are indeed French, Le Pen’s 
retort, using all the imagination at his dispos- 
al, was to say that it would be better if they 
were all “native” Frenchmen. 


Internet reveals nazis’ international links 









































s a relative new- 
comer to the infor- 
mation super high- 


way, I spent some time 
recently browsing the home 
pages of the far right. 
Currently in the European 
Union, extreme-right groups 
for a variety of reasons do 
not want officially to have much to do with 
each other. Part of the reason is because they 
are trying for a respectability at home that 
foreign links may endanger. The Internet 
gives the lie to this. 

The British National Party’s home page 
puts you in contact with Gianfranco Fini’s 
Alleanza Nazional (AN) in Italy, Jean-Marie 
Le Pen’s Front National (FN) in France, 
the Patriotic National Union of Finland 
and Pat Buchanan’s Internet Campaign 
Headquarters in the USA, to name but 
a few. Looking more closely at the home 
page of the FN, the Party, like its leader, 
claims to be neither “racist nor xenophobe”. 
Ironically however it goes on to say that 
“Jean-Marie Le Pen fights to defend the 
French people so that they are given priority 
over foreigners”. Such claims have been 
echoed in the French press by Le Pen him- 
self, who has claimed he represents neither 
the extreme right nor the far right but the 
national right! 

The links between the extreme right groups 
were also demonstrated in the European 





Glyn Ford, MEP, a member of the Socialist 
Group in the European Parliament and a 
leading campaigner against racism and 
fascism, reports on the actions of Europe's 


parliamentary far right. 






















































































AN MEP Salvatore Tatarella, who has 
close links with the French FN 


NORWAY 


Nazi Odinists promise no animal sacrifices 


Three well known, one could even say notori- 
ous, figures on the extreme right in Norway 
have established a religious community based 
on the old Norse religion of Odinism. The 
community is led by Vilfred Hansen, a former 
bosom pal of the racist mad bomber Arne 
Myrdal and a supporter of the violently racist 
anti-immigration movement FMI. 

Treasurer of this new sect is Lillian Evant, 
a member of the editorial staff of Michael 
Knutsen’s fascist rag Fritt Forum. When she 
was interviewed by a women’s magazine in 
1995, she refused to comment on whether or 
not the Nazi Holocaust and mass murder of 
Jews actually happened. 

The most prominent figure in the cult, how- 
ever, is Knut Westland, leader of the Norges 
Patriotiske Enhetsparti (NPE — Norwegian 
Patriotic Unity Party), one of the most 
extreme nationalist and racist outfits in the 
country. The NPE is currently struggling to 
establish its preeminence as the racist youth 
organisation, via its front group Forente 
Nasjonalister (United Nationalists). This mob 
has tried to firm up its links with hard-core 
animal rights groups but so far its overtures 
have been rejected. 

The Odinist project is nothing more than a 
cover for an attempt to put a respectable face 
on the current fascination among a minority 
of young people for old Norse mythology and 
the obsession with the Viking era among the 
even smaller minority of nazi-inspired 


youths. The Odinists say that they want to 
establish Norse ritual but deny that they will 
sacrifice animals — if they did they could for- 
get any support from animal rights groups. At 
the same time they are demanding recogni- 
tion and provision of a place to worship 
which will, if granted, no doubt evolve rapid- 
ly into a nazi headquarters. 

If the Westland-Hansen-Evant troika is 
going to succeed in its efforts to become the 
puppet-masters of the nazi youth scene, it has 
to come up with something a bit more sub- 
stantial than the young nazis’ main current 
activities, which consist of being bored out of 
their skulls by reading Fritt Forum and mak- 
ing drunken forays across the border to 
Sweden. Presumably, they think that with 
Odin worship they have come up with the 
ideal answer. 

While some of the nazis play at being 
Vikings, and Johnny Olsen, the anti-antifa 
leader and convicted killer, is still on the run 
from the police, Knutsen has preoccupied 
himself with more modern fascist concerns. 
No fewer than three pages of Fritt Forum 
were devoted to a review of the Holocaust 
denial book The Icebreaker, which claims 
that Hitler saved Europe from communism 
and lists the international Auschwitz liars of 
the bogus Institute for Historical Review as a 
contact address. 


From our Norwegian correspondent 


Parliament when the AN’s 
Salvatore Tatarella signed 
a letter authorising Yvan 
Blot, a French FN member, 
to act as his substitute in 
one of the Parliament’s 
committees. 

The Florence meeting of 
the Heads of State of the 
European Union approved the “second” final 
report of the Council of Ministers 
Consultative Committee on Racism and 
Xenophobia on the setting up of a European 
Union Observatory, after further examination 
of legal and budgetary consequences. The 
Commission will continue to meet until the 
Observatory is up and running. 

In the meantime we have to exert pressure 
to ensure that the Observatory becomes a 
reality sooner rather than later and 
on the basis of the report, that is as 
an EU body that makes policy recommenda- 
tions to Council, Commission and member 
states. In Turin, where the Inter 
Governmental Conference is taking place, 
there is no news yet of any explicit 
commitment to amend the European 
Community Treaty to incorporate the fight 
against racism and xenophobia. However, the 
rumours from those participating are that this 
might be the sole amendment the Tories 
might take on board. 

The UK government has now given its tacit 
approval, despite some posturing from certain 
ministers such as Michael Howard, to the 
European Year Against Racism. For once the 
UK government is walking in step with its 
European partners on the issue of race. Mad 
cows have come to the rescue of the Year 
Against Racism, as the UK government 
initially argued that it only rejected 
the year because of the non-cooperation 
policy. We now have to guarantee that the 
year is a success and reaches as wide an 
audience as possible and does not merely 
preach to the converted. The Commission’s 
proposal refers to awareness raising in the 
field of racism and xenophobia; highlighting 
the threat posed by discrimination on the 
grounds of colour, religion and national or 
ethnic origin; the organising of competitions 
at Community level and the use of a common 
logo. 

In mid July the Parliament was due to vote 
on three reports on free movement, all of 
which have a hidden agenda concerning race 
and nation, because of Article 8a of the 
Treaty. This deals with the free movement of 
goods and services, capital and people. So far 
however the first three have flowed freely 
while the free movement of European resi- 
dents is beset with blockages and barriers. 
One only has to travel through any British 
airport to see the reality of free movement. 
The present UK government has always been 
opposed to any moves towards the elimina- 
tion of internal border controls and has con- 
sistently played the race card to this end, as 
the Charles Wardle incident showed. With the 
election in the offing it is only a matter of 
time before our xenophobic tabloid press re- 
run Charles Wardle and stories of immigrant 
invasions. 
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As readers may be aware, Searchlight and 
its editor, Gerry Gable, have been involved 
in litigation with Alexander Baron, former- 
ly known as Paul James Eldridge, and 
Mark Taha for some time. We are interest- 
ed in any information, including 
photographs, pertaining to the political 
activities and connections of these two 
men. In the case of Mr Baron any informa- 
tion on the events leading up to his 1983 
convictions at the Old Bailey would be 
most helpful. We are seeking information 
that can be documented and substantiated 
for possible use in the legal actions. All 
material will be treated in confidence and 
with discretion. 


GENERAL ELECTION 


The general election will be fought within the 
next few months. Searchlight needs the coop- 
eration of readers around the country to moni- 
tor the announcements of the candidatures of 
fascists and racists. Three far-right parties are 
expected to participate, the British National 
Party, the National Democrats (formerly the 
National Front) and the National Front, a 
rump organisation of the original. 












they organised? 
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~ Organisations «£30 + £4 p&p 
~ Community wens £20 + £4 p&p 
a Individuals - EIS + £4 ag 


Those willing to help are asked to contact 
the Searchlight election team, via 37B New 
Cavendish Street, London W1M 8JR, so that 
we can send them information on how to 
monitor candidates and elections. 

If fascist or racist parties have already 
declared candidates in your area, we would 
be pleased to receive cuttings, accurate pro- 
files and where possible photographs of them. 

The general election could take place a lot 
earlier than the government are giving us to 
believe, so we look forward to people’s rapid 
response to this request. 


NOTICES 


Wake up Wakefield. Would the unwell 
gentlemen in Wakefield please send us hard 
written evidence of his claims, rather than 
leaving garbled messages on our answer- 
phone. 

How does that old saying go, pal, some- 
times my enemy’s enemy can turn out to be 
my best buddy. 


Dear Klansman. We told you you would 
get a better deal with us than with Fleet 
Street. Now you have gained nothing finan- 
cially and have had the best laid plans of mice 
and rats laid open to several million readers 
of a Sunday newspaper. 


When hate comes to town 
Community Responses to Racism and Fascism 


@ What can you do if racist and fascist activities affect your community? 
@ How can you support victims of racist attacks? 

@ What should you do if fascists are standing in elections? 

@ How do fascists infiltrate local organisations? 

@ What are your rights if you are racially harassed or attacked? 
@ How do racists recruit young people at football grounds and concerts? 
@ What does the law say about racism and how can you use it? 
@ How can you educate your community about the dangers of racial hatred? 

@ How can you organise successful anti-racist events and get publicity for your work? 
@ What do racists and fascists believe and how are 


Searchlight has brought together all its 33 years’ plsige nines t-genshensiioehs 
experience of fighting racism and fascism to produce | 
this unique and comprehensive handbook. You will 
find over 200 pages of information on the history of ! 
racism and fascism in this country and the state of the |" 
far right today. It is packed full of practical suggestions | 
for trade unionists, teachers, youth workers and anti- 
racists and anti-fascists everywhere. This book will 
prove to be the essential reference book for defeating 
racist ideas and responding to violence. 


Order your copies now 


postage, to 





When hate comes to town. 
Please send orders with your payment, including 


Searchlight Educational Trust 
37B New Cavendish Street, London W1M 8JR 
Tel 0171 284 4040 Fax 0171 284 4410 


Reunited Germany 
The New Danger 


The dark side of the new Germany 


Nationalism in Germany has grown at a 
terrifying pace since 1989, accompanied 
by a level of political violence from the 
extreme right not seen since Hitler’s 
time. 

Searchlight has reported extensively 
the rise of neo-nazism. But the new con- 
servative nationalists, whose aim is to 
make Germany great again, have 
escaped serious attention. 

This booklet scrutinises some aspects 
of the new nationalism and revived 
German militarism. Many of the facts 
will shock. Almost without exception 
they are taken from the German press 
and parliamentary documents that are 
publicly available. The book’s aim is 
not to incite anti-German prejudice but 
to develop an awareness of the nature of 
revived German nationalism, which 
twice in this century plunged the world 
into war. 


£3.00 (+ postage 50p UK; £1 Europe, 
£1.50 elsewhere) from Searchlight, 

37B New Cavendish Street, London 
WIM 8JR ISBN 0 9522038 1 2 
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